
A Short Teaching on An Inconvenient God 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on the Feast of Saint James, Apostle. 

Readings: 2 COR 4:7-15; PS 126:1BC-2AB, 2CD-3, 4-5, 6; MT 20:20-28 

 

God is always full of surprises. Just when we think we have it all figured out he gives us a deeper 

understanding of the Divine Will. It’s all quite inconvenient. An Inconvenient God. Sunday 

reading (LK 11:1-13) ends with - If you then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

him? Whoa! How did we get …  

From --- “What father among you would hand his son a snake when he asks for a fish? Or hand 

him a scorpion when he asks for an egg?” 

To ---- “The Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit.” The natural gifts of fish and egg are 

contrasted with the evils of the world snake and scorpion. The supernatural gift is the person of 

the Holy Spirit. We then can understand the Our Father in its fullest. The primary gift is the Holy 

Spirit who transforms the person which in turns transforms the snake to fish and transforms the 

scorpion to egg. 

Oh, that is inconvenient. I just want stuff. 

 

Monday reading (MT 20:20-28) ends with – “My chalice you will indeed drink, but to sit at my 

right and at my left, this is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared by my 

Father.” 

From --- “Command that these two sons of mine sit, one at your right and the other at your left, 

in your Kingdom.”... “Can you drink the chalice that I am going to drink?” They said to him, 

“We can.” 

To --- “My chalice you will indeed drink, but to sit at my right and at my left, this is not mine to 

give.” We can understand the Kingdom of Heaven as a hierarchy of selflessness to the point of 

giving your life as a ransom for many. 

Oh, that is inconvenient. I just want power. 

 

One must then conclude that the fulfillment of the promise “For everyone who asks, receives; 

and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” is an 

invitation to relation with God. It has nothing to do with things. 

 

It is the question of our age: Do we value RELATION over POSSESSION? 

Oh, that is inconvenient. I just want a little more. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


