
A Short Teaching on Baptism 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on the Baptism of the Lord 

Readings: IS 40:1-5, 9-11; TI 2:11-14; 3:4-7; LK 3:15-16, 21-22 

 

Sunday we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord which brings the Christmas season to a close. The 

Christmas season does not end until the purpose of the Lord is revealed and the importance of 

the incarnation of God being brought into focus in three critical realities: 

(1) Repentance – Baptism of John, a call to knowing the gap between me and God. 

(2) Prayer – The communication between me and God that brings about mercy healing. 

(3) Suffering – the taking of the Messianic Mission for us all and for our part in the mission. 

 

The first key to the Baptism of the Lord from a Lucan perspective: Jesus also had been baptized 

and was praying (Lk 4:21). Prayer is the interior and central strength of our Baptism. This was 

the first prayer of Jesus, a communion with God, for the redemption of human kind. 

 

There is only one prayer said by anyone other than Jesus in the Gospel of Luke. In Luke 1:10 the 

entire people were praying at the hour of incense offering asking for the manifestation of the 

kingdom of God. There is no other recorded prayer in Luke by anyone other than Jesus (not 

counting the Canticle songs which are poetic glosses). 

 

Jesus went on to pray before (2) choosing The Twelve, (3) before Peter’s confession, (4) during 

the Transfiguration, (5) before teaching the disciples to pray, (6) at the Last Supper, (7) in his 

agony on the Mount of Olives, and, (8) on the Cross. At every major turning point in the Gospel 

Jesus prayed. A total of ten prayers in the Gospel of Luke. Nine by Jesus, one by the people. 

 

The second key to understanding the Baptism of the Lord from a Lucan perspective is this: The 

Baptism of the Lord is not completed until Luke 4:14. That is to say, the deepest meaning of the 

Baptism is revealed in the Genealogy of Jesus (Lk 3:23:38) and the temptation in the desert for 

40 days (Lk 4:1-13). Here Jesus learns the depth and breadth of the mercy needed, spanning all 

time and all generations and spanning all types of temptations. Once Jesus has taken this all to 

himself he returns to Galilee in the power of the Spirit and began his ministry healing and 

teaching the good news (Lk 4:14). 

 

All the movements of the Gospel of Luke begin with prayer. The Baptism of repentance is made 

complete in spirit and fire by prayer. Baptism is the first of all prayers. On this, the Baptism of 

the Lord, let us enliven and strengthen our prayer life for the depth and breadth of the mercy 

needed, spanning all time and all generations and spanning all types of temptations. Amen! 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


