
A Short Teaching on Barren Men 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Readings: 2 MC 7:1-2, 9-14; 2 THES 2:16-3:5; LK 20:27-38 

 

The Gospel reading today has two themes. The Barrenness of Men –v- The Living Resurrection. 

 

The Sadducees propose a question asking if 7 Brothers marry the same woman, all without 

success in bearing a Son, “who will possess her as wife in the Resurrection?” What a sad 

question that reveals the sick soul. 

 

Jesus answers. You can harm her no longer. You can no longer possess her. In heaven she is 

Risen and She is like an Angel. She is Alive and a Daughter of the Living God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob who also live. Even Moses proposed the same to you in the recounting of the 

story of the burning bush. How is it you do not understand the promise of the Resurrection? 

 

But it goes deeper! The scripture the Sadducees propose is Dt 25:5-10. It is concerned with the 

protection of property rights for families that hold an estate in common (the seven brothers all 

owning the same farm). Marry the wife of your dead brother and protect your property rights. 

 

Marriage to the seven brothers was dead to them. There was no relation. There was only land, 

money and wealth. The woman’s ability to have children was a threat to them. The woman’s 

ability to have children became a possession to them. The unborn were a political advantage to 

be leveraged. Let me repeat. The unborn were a political advantage to be leveraged. 

 

The idea of a Resurrection was dead to them as well. They have barren souls. 

 

Contrast the “7 brothers” to the story of Boaz and Ruth (Book of Ruth). Ruth, widowed 

daughter-in-law of Naomi, a woman without a husband, can be claimed. The ‘close relation’ 

refused the Moabite woman. Boaz, second in line, marries Ruth happily. This happened in City 

of Bethlehem. They have children happily. From Boaz came Obed, from Obed came Jesse, the 

father of David. Boaz loved Ruth for herself and with that mutual love will one day come the 

unborn one, Jesus. This too happened in City of Bethlehem. 

 

Jesus chose to explain the Resurrection (known from the time of Moses) to those who are dead to 

women and who are dead to the Resurrection. The woman’s ability to have children was a threat 

to them. The woman’s ability to have children became a possession to them. The unborn were a 

political advantage to be leveraged. 

 



I urge you, Brothers and Sisters, to understand this lesson from today’s Gospel. If you are using 

the unborn for political advantage then you are dead to this life and will not see the Resurrection 

of the Righteous. 

 

To him all are alive. But you cannot claim Heaven holding hostage the womb of a woman. 

 

I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I have set before thee life and death, 

the blessing and the curse: therefore choose life, that thou mayest live, thou and thy seed. 

(Deut 30:19). 

 

We need to re-imagine how to protect women. We need to re-imagine how to protect the unborn. 

And it isn’t politics. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


