
A Short Teaching on being Lost in America 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Readings: ECC 1:2; 2:21-23; PS 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17;  COL 3:1-5, 9-11; LK 12:13-21 

 

Today’s reading brings us up close to the message of placement of writing to transmit a larger 

message than just the text as presented. The reading today (1) The Saying Against Greed; and (2) 

The Parable of the Rich Fool are a part of an essential Teleological Message. 

 

 Preceding: For the Holy Spirit will teach you at that moment what to say (Lk 12:12). 

 Saying Against Greed - The judgmental brother coveting the goods of an inheritance. 

 Parable of the Rich Fool – The total isolation of those rich beyond measure. 

 Following: He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life 
and what  you will eat, or about your body and what you will wear” (Lk 12:24). 

 

The key point is not to measure what we have but to consider the moral nature of our actions. 

Are we stuck in a judgmental view of others and their lifestyle? Are we stuck in the isolation of 

amassing wealth and accounting our comfort above all others concerns? 

 

In the Holy Spirit we will know what we should know which includes learning to trust that the 

Lord takes account all of our needs. This is a way of the heart of God. Consider Pope John Paul 

II’s Veritatis Splendor an Encyclical Letter paragraph 71: 

 

The relationship between man's freedom and God's law, which has its intimate and living center 

in the moral conscience, is manifested and realized in human acts. It is precisely through his acts 

that man attains perfection as man, as one who is called to seek his Creator of his own accord 

and freely to arrive at full and blessed perfection by cleaving to him. 

 

Human acts are moral acts because they express and determine the goodness or evil of the 

individual who performs them. They do not produce a change merely in the state of affairs 

outside of man but, to the extent that they are deliberate choices, they give moral definition to the 

very person who performs them, determining his profound spiritual traits (71). 

 

Are you lost in America? In both the Saying and the Parable, these men are lost in materialism. 

What are the spiritual traits of your freedom in relation with the authentic good (72)? 

The Holy Spirit can teach you and God the Father will provide. Stop envy! Stop amassing! 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


