
A Short Teaching on Discipleship 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on the Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Readings: WIS 9:13-18B; PS 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17; PHMN 9-10, 12-17; LK 14:25-33 

 

Jesus said thrice: ‘He cannot be my disciple’ (Luke 14 vv 26, 27, 33). 

He gave use three features of discipleship: (1) Love (2) Cross (3) Possessions. 

We can use that as a checklist. 

 

Love – Do I love God and trust His Plan for my family? Who can conceive what the LORD 

intends. We make unsure plans and scarce do we guess the things on earth (Wis 9 vv 13, 14, 16). 

 

Cross – Do I love God’s people even to the point of pain? Who has God sent to me? (Philemon 

9-10)  I am sending my child Onesimus, that is, my own heart, back to you. He was a slave, now 

a brother, beloved especially to me, but even more so to you, as a man and in the Lord.  So if you 

regard me as a partner, welcome him as you would me. 

 

Possession – Do I love Eternal Life over Temporal Gifts? How do I calculate this or with what 

do I fill my day today? Fill us at daybreak with your kindness that we may shout for joy and 

gladness all our days. And may the gracious care of the LORD our God be ours; Prosper the 

work of our hands! (Ps 90: 14, 17). 

 

So, do you have what it takes to be Jesus’ disciple? Me either!! 

 

But… God provides!! 

 

(Using all the readings for today – try to find the references)… 

The Lord gives us counsel, even wisdom and sent the Holy Spirit from on high to teach us to 

number our days aright, that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

He has pity on us! He knows we don’t know but we need to know… you know? 

He reunites us together having taken us away from each other for a while, that we might have 

each other back forever (theology wonks – this is a core theological point). 

He comes after us and we, in turn, come after him! 

 

Love, Cross, Possession. Be my disciple says the Lord. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


