
A Short Teaching on Docility 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Readings: MAL 3:19-20A; 2 THES 3:7-12; LK 21:5-19 

 

The Gospel reading today precedes the last Sunday in the Liturgical Year (The Solemnity of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe) and the first Sunday of Advent. Beautiful! This Homily 

is for the Baptized. In your baptism I can speak plainly to you. 

 

Malachi saw the coming of the Messiah as being received one of two ways. For a very few 

(Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, Simeon, Anna the prophetess) had no problem seeing the Messiah. 

Zechariah needed a little help to receive “the sun of justice with its healing rays.” 

As to the Apostles and the rest of us, we receive the Messiah as “a fire, leaving them neither root 

nor branch.” What does he mean? The message of the Messiah is one that must burn away our 

false beliefs, our Idols, our categories and our biases. We receive the Messiah one of these two 

ways (healing ray or cleansing fire). We are not truly free to respond until we receive him this 

way or that way, how we respond is up to us. 

Where are we now? We gravitate toward either Chaos or Rigidity. Our primal instincts have 

certainly been exposed these past days, no? And, in our natural state, we gravitate. Those who 

gravitate toward Chaos find truth in nearly nothing and everything. It is an ambiguous or at best 

ethereal. Then there are the Rigid ones. Rigidity in the Law and Prophets. They objectify the 

Law and Prophet removing the person of the Messiah from it. 

Chaos and Rigidity is a bifurcated story – a perversion of Christ as to be not from Christ at all. 

The merging of the horizon for those in Chaos or Rigidity is that they become the same thing. 

Chaos-Rigidity… Rigidity-Chaos… Madness! 

Let use the reading to do a spiritual gut check. Am I acting in a disorderly way? Am I a model 

for others? What do my Meme’s say? Am I minding the business of others (gossip)? Do you not 

know that Gossip is Rigidity? A need to control? Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians certainly sets 

the standard to beyond “that we have the right”. 

Especially troubling are the Jesus Memes. You shall not invoke the name of the LORD, your 

God, in vain. Knock it off. There is way too much Projection… only a little Reflection… and 

absent any Docility. In each life the day will come when there will not be left a stone upon 

another stone that will not be thrown down. The stones that make our sick hearts. 

What is the solution? Docility before God. 

Look to the deepest meaning: Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand, for I 

myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist 

or refute. Your biggest adversary is… yourself. The core wound within each of us is of the Spirit. 

Only the Divine can help us speak even of that let alone a defense of my vision of the future. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


