
A Short Teaching on Easter Proclamation 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on this Holy Saturday - At the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter 

Based on the text of Exsultet (to encourage people to attend the Easter Vigil). 

 

Praeconium Paschale! 

The Church keeps a sacred candle throughout the liturgical year, starting at the Easter Vigil and 

the service of Lucernarium, the Blessing of the Fire and the Preparation of the Candle. We use 

this candle during Baptisms, Confirmations, Weddings, Ordinations, and Funerals to remind us 

that Jesus Christ is the Light of Heaven and Earth. 

 

The Priest prays for us by saying: MAY THE LIGHT OF CHRIST RAISING IN GLORY 

DISPEL THE DARKNESS OF OUR HEARTS AND MINDS. 

 

A coal from this new Holy Fire is placed in the thurible mixed with incense to sanctify prayer. 

Having been lit the Candle is in procession with raising and lowering of the candle and the three 

times professing… 

 

Proclamation: Lumen Christi. 

Response: Deo Gratias. 

The Candle and Book of Gospel are incensed. All are standing with lighted candles. 

The Exsultet is sung by the Deacon. If no Deacon present, a Cantor. 

 

The Exsultet proclaims the Joy all created beings experience in the triumph of the Cross. His 

Glory, released in His Death now floods the Earth. Jesus having paid the debt of Adam by the 

pouring out of his blood wipes away the ancient sinfulness of man. This is the completion of the 

Exodus, where the Passover Lamb is slain, and the Pillar of Fire leads the people out of slavery 

to sin and Egypt and into the Light of Gladness. 

A Glorious Redeemer, a ransom slave by the gift of Your Son. This night we are sanctified. as 

wickedness is dispelled / faults washed away / restoration of innocence / and for those who 

mourn, Joy. 

This candle flame is passed from one person to another, divided but never dimmed, uniting us 

and creating concord. It is a mingling of light from heaven to earth, because this light is Christ 

Himself. 

 

Come tonight and share the Easter Joy in Praeconium Paschale! 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


