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Consider:

‘…you must inquire carefully into the matter and investigate it thoroughly.…’ Deut13:15

A proper inquiry must include: (1) examination relating to the time and place; (2) examination 
relating to the substance of the facts; and (3) cross-examination relating to accompanying and 
surrounding circumstances and not directly touching upon the facts in issue.

A witness whose memory is defective may be allowed to refresh it by looking at what he had 
written at the time, or even by listening to the evidence of other witnesses, but not by what the 
party tells him, unless that party is a scholar and not suspected of using undue influence. 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org

Nor, let servants be admited to give testimony on account of the ignobility of their soul, since it 
is probable that they may not speak truth, either out of hope of gain, or fear of punishment.. (Jos., 
Ant. 4:219)

Pilate addressed them a third time, "What evil has this man done? I found him guilty of no 
capital crime. Therefore I shall have him flogged and then release him." Luke 23:22.

Reflect:

An offical witness, to have any verasity, must be free, total, and faithfully given.

A Servant, in the modern context, is someone who has a significant and fundamental exposure to 
the risk ‘of hope of gain, or fear of punishment’.

Lack of statement from eyewitness Kevin Mullan which collaborates the initial testimony.

If we hold that we should visit the prisoner, should we not also concern ourselves with the death 
of the thief on the cross?

Modern policing demands more sophisticated techniques. The tools are there. The training is 
there. The successes are there. The will, maybe not. How long will we watch another 
government official stand on the grave of the dead and declare, ‘We were justified’.
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