
A Short Teaching on Father’s Day 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on the Solemnity Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Readings: ZEC 12:10-11; 13:1; GAL 3:26-29; LK 9:18-24 

 

In today’s readings the Church makes a tight correlation between Jesus as the restoring Messiah 

and the restoring of Josiah’s reign. Zechariah 12:10-11 is a reflection on 2 Chronicles 35:1-26. 

Josiah reformed the worship practices by destroying all the idols throughout Judah. He prompted 

the finding of the Law scrolls. He restored the Temple and renewed the covenant. Josiah even 

had the Passover celebrated throughout the land by use of his own treasury. Judah was a hero. 

 

Neco of Egypt wanted to fight with Assyria, Josiah wanted to fight Neco and entered the fight. 

Josiah died. All of Judah, Jerusalem and Jeremiah lamented the sad end for Josiah and for 

Jerusalem, now a vassal state of Egypt then later Babylon. A trail of tears because of pride. The 

temple destroyed. Josiah fell hard to his pride and sense of entitlement among nations. 

 

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do people think I am?” Peter answers 

the Messiah. Then Jesus provides a two step response. (1) He defines Messiah in an unexpected 

way: Suffering, Rejection, Killed and Raised. (2) He describes the path of the Messiah as one 

who loses his life for ‘the sake’. Jesus fell by way of self denial. Jesus suppressed pride and 

emptied his entitlement. The perfect and incorruptible temple is revealed. 

 

This past week was a tough one on Fathers. Matt Graves faced a struggle nobody is ever ready 

for and found himself against insurmountable odds. He fought in a collision between a man and 

nature. Seddique Mateen faced the struggle on how to understand the actions of his son Omar 

Mateen and the fathers agony of the 49 young victims in the mass shooting at the Orlando 

nightclub. 

 

How can we lose our life for ‘the sake’? How can we suppress our own response for a holy one? 

Perhaps, Dads, we can enter into their grief. Pray for them each according to their needs. For Mr. 

Graves, the consolation he did what he could and put his own life on the line to save his son. 

This is the nature of God. For Mr. Mateen, the strength to reject the horror of the seeds of 

discontent that translated into violent behavior in a mentally unstable child. For the Fathers of the 

49, may the mercy of God allow each of your children to experience every good deed, good 

wish, every good thought they would have made if life was not deprived them. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


