
A Short Teaching on Hospitality
by Deacon Gerry Palermo

(1) Reading One: Supreme Court decision Defense of Marriage Act (77 pages long)
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/06/26/defense-of-marriage-act-ruling_n_3454858.html
(2) Reading Two: The Pastoral Care Of Homosexual Persons (8 pages)
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1986100
1_homosexual-persons_en.html

JUSTICE

In his dissent, Justice Scalia wrote (page 21)…

But to defend traditional marriage is not to condemn, demean, or humiliate those who would 
prefer other arrangements, any more than to defend the Constitution of the United States is to 
condemn, demean, or humiliate other constitutions. To hurl such accusations so casually 
demeans this institution. In the majority’s judgment, any resistance to its holding is beyond the 
pale of reasoned disagreement. To question its high-handed invalidation of a presumptively valid 
statute is to act (the majority is sure) with the purpose to “dis- parage,” ”injure,” “degrade,” 
”demean,” and “humiliate” our fellow human beings, our fellow citizens, who are homosexual. 
All that, simply for supporting an Act that did no more than codify an aspect of marriage that had 
been unquestioned in our society for most of its existence—indeed, had been unquestioned in 
virtually all societies for virtually all of human history. It is one thing for a society to elect 
change; it is another for a court of law to impose change by adjudging those who oppose it hostes 
humani generis, enemies of the human race.

SCRIPTURE

So then, it may be helpful to review Abram’s relationship with the King of Sodom.

Abram rescued the King of Sodom and returned the people and property (possessions, food, 
supplies) to the King having already known the differences in moral conduct (Gen 13:13). 
Moreover, one possible translation would allow King of Sodom Bera as ‘victim of evil 
(distress)’.

Abram would not take as tribute “so much as a thread or a sandal strap” (Gen 14:23) by this 
signifying the separation in matters of faith and morals while maintaining equality in property 
and personal liberty a/k/a opposing vanquished slavery.

Abram interceded for Sodom concerning the pending doom (Gen 18:23) and, much to his pain, 
Abram ‘early the next morning’ saw the impact upon the unrepentant city.

Jesus made note of the scalar punishments of Capernaum vis-à-vis Sodom (Matt 11:23-24).

Also, Jesus in the four Woes of the Sermon on the Plain (Lk 6:24-26) are in direct correlation of 
the sins of Sodom as denoted by Ezekiel 16:49, less directly by Jeremiah 23:14, Isaiah 3:9-12.

Woe to rich (not help the poor)



Woe to who are filled now (sated with food)
Woe to who laugh now (proud, disregard for divine law)
Woe to you when all speak well of you (complacent)

TEACHING
We must remain in fruitful dialog. We also must be clear on what boundaries we cannot cross for 
we cannot take as tribute “so much as a thread or a sandal strap”.
10. It is deplorable that homosexual persons have been and are the object of violent malice in 
speech or in action. Such treatment deserves condemnation from the Church's pastors wherever it 
occurs. It reveals a kind of disregard for others which endangers the most fundamental principles 
of a healthy society. The intrinsic dignity of each person must always be respected in word, in 
action and in law. But the proper reaction to crimes committed against homosexual persons 
should not be to claim that the homosexual condition is not disordered. (Pastoral Care Of 
Homosexual Persons, 10)

Peace be with you.
Deacon Gerry


