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Fifth Sunday of Lent, April 6th, 2014.
John 11:1-45 x-ref John 12 and Luke 16, see image of comparison.

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he was ill, he 
remained for two days in the place where he was. And Jesus wept. Jn 11:5-6, 35.

I hope your Lenten journey is filled with awe and excitement even as we intensify our prayers, 
fast of the good things in life and give of our bounty in almsgiving. What do we make of 
Lazarus, “God hath helped”, written in the Gospel according to John and in the Gospel according 
to Luke? And, what do we make of His delay?

Too costly (painful) in the eyes of the LORD is the death of his faithful. Ps 116:15.
And Jesus wept. Jn 11:35.

How can delay be in harmony with the pain God feels when His children are in pain?

The Lazarus of Luke is evidence of the victory of the Cross and how we participate in that 
victory. We and Lazarus are triumphant in our poverty, hunger, and lack of apparent wealth.

Our wealth is in the sores of Lazarus.

We are imaged here as dogs and we offer what little we can for Lazarus. In our own poverty, we 
can offer him only ourselves, the saliva of our breath. Lazarus for his part was grateful for the 
dogs and for the crumbs of the rich man’s table. And he died. Now he is comforted in the bosom 
of Abraham, free from pain and safe with God. He is triumphant in Christ and in the cross, his 
and Christ, united.

“Deacon Lawrence was ordered to turn over the riches of the Church to the Emperor. He 
presented himself to the prefect, and when ordered to give up the treasures of the Church, he 
presented the poor, the crippled, the blind and the suffering, and said these were the true 
treasures of the Church. This act of defiance led directly to Lawrence's martyrdom.” Here on 
Earth we are the Church Militant, tending to the sores of the people.

The story of Lazarus in Luke foreshadows the Lazarus of John. Send Lazarus with water to cool 
me, send Lazarus to my brothers so they may believe.

Jesus does this with his friend Lazarus. Jesus provides the cool drops of His own tears and He 
raised Lazarus from the dead to witness to his brothers. And they desired to kill him and Lazarus.

God delays so we may come to our senses and believe. Jesus said, ‘Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe because of the works themselves.’ Jn 14:11.

Peace be with you,
Deacon Gerry


