
A Short Teaching on Mercy 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on the Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 

Readings: Acts 5:12-16; Rev 1:9-11A, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31 

 

Easter Greetings! He is risen! Alleluia! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

This year is the Year of Mercy and this Gospel reading is an excellent example of the Catholic 

understanding of Mercy. Mercy is more than ‘not getting what we deserve’. That is far too 

limited of an understanding. Rather Mercy has three principle components. All three must be 

expressed for something to be considered mercy or someone be considered merciful. 

 

Mercy is Presence, Compassion and Forgiveness. 

 

Divine Presence – three times Jesus says ‘Peace be with you’ (Jn 20:19, 21, 26). Peace is not an 

extraneous gift of God but rather the gift of God himself often referred to as shekhinah presence. 

It is in this presence that we experience the loving-kindness of God or checed (hesed). 

 

Compassion – three times the Gospel reading shows the importance of the wounds of Jesus (Jn 

20:20, 25, 27). Compassion, in its ultimate form, is to know completely the agony of the one who 

is suffering. Even before Pilate we see this expressed ‘Behold, man!’ (Jn 19:5, alternate 

translation), x-ref Isa 52:14 ‘Even as many were amazed at him— so marred were his features, 

beyond that of mortals his appearance, beyond that of human beings’. Jesus’ condition is the 

condition of man and the condition of a God who takes on the agony of man. 

 

Forgiveness – three times the Gospel reading shows the power and importance of forgiveness. 

Twice Jesus’ forgiveness penetrating the locked door (Jn 20:19, 26). The locked door of our 

hearts cannot keep out the forgiveness of God. Then, in a sweeping act of divine grace, Jesus 

breathes on them and gives the apostles the divine power of forgiveness (Jn 20:22-23). Thus 

Mercy is Presence, Compassion and Forgiveness. 

 

Let’s give poor Thomas a break. He is expressing what so many times we also need - to sense the 

compassion of God. Jesus invites Thomas to ‘put your finger’ and ‘bring your hand’. That is to 

say ‘come to me’. By touching the wounds of Jesus, we allow the divine to touch our own 

wounds, sense his presence and compassion and be over-shadowed by his forgiveness. 

 

Put your finger! Bring your hand! Feel the wounds of Jesus! In the wounds is forgiveness and… 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


