
A Short Teaching on Our Community 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on this Solemnity of All Saints 

Readings: RV 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 JN 3:1-3; MT 5:1-12A 

 

Victor Arango, 24 y/o, June 7 2012 and Corey Lamar Jones, 31 y/o, October 18 2015. There are 

so many others. We are in danger from the very forces we hire to help keep us safe. 

TIME IS GREATER THAN SPACE - There was a time when we placed measured response as 

having priority over the immediate. We trained our peace officers to measure over time.  

One of the faults which we occasionally observe … is that spaces and power are preferred to 

time and processes. Giving priority to space means madly attempting to keep everything together 

in the present, trying to possess all the spaces of power and of self-assertion; it is to crystallize 

processes and presume to hold them back (Evangelii Gaudium, 223). 

UNITY PREVAILS OVER CONFLICT - There was a time when we placed the citizen as 

having priority over instant compliance. We trained our peace officers to require only what is 

necessary and not to the whim of narcissism. 

Conflict cannot be ignored or concealed. ... if we remain trapped in conflict, we lose our 

perspective, our horizons shrink and reality itself begins to fall apart. In the midst of conflict, we 

lose our sense of the profound unity of reality. The message of peace is … the conviction that the 

… Spirit can harmonize … diversity. It overcomes every conflict by creating a new and 

promising synthesis. Diversity is a beautiful thing when it can constantly enter into a process of 

reconciliation and seal a sort of cultural covenant resulting in a “reconciled diversity”… “Our 

ethnic diversity is our wealth… through conversion of hearts and reconciliation, … we will be 

able to … develop on all levels” (EG, 226 and 230) 

REALITIES ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN IDEAS 

There was a time where policing was based on the science of keeping the peace and not forming 

an overwhelming paramilitary force to intimidate the populace. The Age of Terror is here. 

There has to be continuous dialogue between the two, lest ideas become detached from realities. 

It is dangerous to dwell in the realm of words alone, of images and rhetoric. So a third principle 

comes into play: realities are greater than ideas. This calls for rejecting the various means of 

masking reality: angelic forms of purity, dictatorships of relativism, empty rhetoric, objectives 

more ideal than real, brands of ahistorical fundamentalism, ethical systems bereft of kindness, 

intellectual discourse bereft of wisdom (EG, 226 and 231) 

THE WHOLE IS GREATER THAN THE PART. 

There was a time where policing was based on the idea that the family and community are the 

real source of our strength. Policing has become detached from the people and homes. 

The whole is greater than the parts… and greater than the sum of its parts. There is no need, then, 

to be overly obsessed with limited and particular questions. We constantly have to broaden our 

horizons and see the greater good which will benefit us all. …We need to sink our roots deeper 

into the fertile soil and history of our native place, which is a gift of God. (EG, 235). 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


