
A Short Teaching on Pentecost
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Greetings on this the Solemnity of Pentecost…JN 20:19-23

The festival of Shavuot, the Feast of Weeks, ends with Pentecost, which commemorates the 
anniversary of the day God gave the Torah to the entire nation of Israel assembled at Mount 
Sinai. It is a required pilgrimage for the Jewish people to come to Jerusalem, to the Temple, and 
make sweet oblation unto the Lord. Jerusalem swelled in size so much that people pitched their 
tents miles and miles away. As far as Bethlehem. Many families were crestfallen because they 
actually did not make it to Jerusalem it was so crowded. But the Temple Officials would declare 
that the city boundaries of Jerusalem include every tent as far as the eye could see and every tent 
as far as Bethlehem. It’s a big deal to come to Jerusalem to thank God for Torah. The Torah 
brings so much Joy and help to the people. And in the Torah, God is known to the world. The 
world’s salvation is through the Torah. So Jerusalem is expanded to include everyone who has 
come. He renews His word with the people at Pentecost.
During this Pentecost as attested in the Acts of the Apostle, the Word of God comes again in a 
Flame. The Torah is now opened up and is revealed in the personal Flame of God’s love. 
Language is no longer a dividing factor. Language is a gift in the proclamation of the Good 
News. This is an eschatological reversal of the Tower of Babel. Language no longer holds man 
hostage from one another and from God. It is the same as declaring Jerusalem to include all the 
tents of all the nations everywhere.
In the Gospel reading today we read that Jesus breathing upon the Apostles to receive this same 
Spirit of God. Is this the first time God breaths upon you? No. While you were being formed in 
the womb, at the moment of conception, God breathed His life into you, and gifted you with a 
Soul. Your Soul is the animated force within you that makes life possible. Your Soul bridges the 
material world and the immaterial world. Jesus renews, refreshes and amplifies His Breath 
within you at Pentecost. Beyond life, new life, sacrificial life.
This renewal is for the salvation of the world. That we may be animated enough to forgive each 
other. Thus Pentecost brings together, unifies, the Torah and Spirit, Law and Person, Language
and intelligibility, sacrifice and salvation through the power of the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness
of sin.
The culmination of God’s love is His gentle divine breath upon us. Like Adam (Gen 2:7), God 
breathes into us. As just an embryo we are totally receptive to His breath and we get life. Later, 
Jesus breaths on us again at Pentecost, but there is a real difference. We have to accept it 
rationally. We must acknowledge the fruit of the gift, the work of forgiveness.

When God breaths on you today, Inhale deeply!

Peace be with you.
Deacon Gerry


