
A Short Teaching on Play 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. 

Readings: PRV 8:22-31; PS 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; ROM 5:1-5; JN 16:12-15 

 

I don’t suppose this teaching will make a lot of sense to you. Give it time. 

 

In Genesis, Hagar the Egyptian was found playing with her son Isaac (Gen 21:9). It is innocent 

play and the subsequent jealousy that divided the nations (Isaac and Ishmael). In Isaiah, 

prophesying the Rule of the Immanuel, the baby shall play by the cobra's den, and the child lay 

his hand on the adder's lair’ (Isa 11:8). In Zechariah, prophesying the Days of the Messiah, the 

oracle wrote that ‘The city shall be filled with boys and girls playing in her streets’ (Zech 8:5). In 

Proverbs, speaking as Wisdom, we see PLAY put into its deep ontological meaning. Play is cast 

as part of the creative act of God. Here we see: 

 

Then was I beside him as his craftsman, and I was his delight day by day, Playing before him all 

the while, playing on the surface of his earth; and I found delight in the sons of men’ (Prov 8:31). 

 

Yesterday’s Gospel reading, Jesus told us ‘Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the 

kingdom of God like a child will not enter it’ (Mk 10:15).Today’s Gospel reading, Jesus told us, 

‘the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth.’ (Jn 16:13). 

 

Children play. I am sure we could discuss at length what play is and the best play we ever had? 

We would say play is joyful. If your understanding of play is tainted by the world you may think 

about play as a frivolous concept and merely trite entertainment. This teaching is not for you. 

 

We will focus on the two essentials of play: Mystery and Gift. All genuine play contains these 

two components: Mystery – a certain unknown. Gift – an unknown that becomes know. Both 

transmitted in and through Joy and Innocence. Both giver and receiver find Joy in the exchange. 

 

Which do you think is more important, the Mystery or the Gift? Gift cannot exist without the 

Mystery in which it is contained. Don’t you wrap a gift before giving it to another? So that 

together, upon opening the fullness of the gift is its mystery and its divine substance. 

 

Jesus, expressing the deepest delight in the sons of men, offers all Truth through the Mystery of 

the Holy Spirit. Jesus wants to play with us. Allow the mystery of gift-giving. Put away the 

hardness of heart that wants to ‘predict’ God. No, play with God and be filled with Joy. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


