
A Short Teaching on Prodigal Son 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on the Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Readings: EX 32:7-11, 13-14; PS 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19; 1 TM 1:12-17; LK 15:1-32 

[I recommend reading The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri J. M. Nouwen, Doubleday].  

When Luke retold the Parable of the Prodigal Son he noted the story came with Jesus telling two 

preceded parables, the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin. These together speak of the need for 

individual repentance (‘one sinner who repents’, Lk 15 vv 7, 10) and the great lengths God will 

go to find you. The highlight of the principal story is the actual return and repentance of the 

Prodigal Son and the reintegration of him into the family signified by the Robe, Ring and 

Sandals. If not for the ending we would be most comfortable that since God seeks us, he’ll find 

us and we get to say I’m sorry and all it good. But one of us is outside the camp. The dialog of 

the Father and the other brother outside the family is the same dialog the Lord had with Cain. 

Yes, the Prodigal Son is a recasting of the first man-against-man sin in Genesis Chapter 4.  

See Gen 4:4b-7 - The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his 

offering he did not. Cain greatly resented this and was crestfallen. So the LORD said to 

Cain:"Why are you so resentful and crestfallen? If you do well, you can hold up your head; but if 

not, sin is a demon lurking at the door: his urge is toward you, yet you can be his master." 

Luke 15: 25-32 (condensed) Now the older son had been out in the field … he heard the sound of 

music and dancing…He became angry, and … refused to enter the house, his father came out 

and pleaded with him… He said to him, 'My son, you are here with me always; everything I have 

is yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to 

life again; he was lost and has been found.' 

Jesus leaves us there. We have to complete the story. The Lord gives the path. – We must master 

our passions and rejoice in good. Cain murdered his brother. How lost can we be? For there is no 

man so righteous on earth who does only good and never sin (Ecc 7:20). 

This merciful Lord of the Universe never stops reaching out to us, to help us find our way. Tell 

me, does the Sheep always know it is lost? Can a coin even know lostness? I tell you no. We 

humans are expert in forgetting, rationalizing and justifying. But God helps us discover our 

disorientation. The Prodigal Son came to realize his famine, his needs, his senselessness, his 

dying, and his unworthiness (Lk 15 vv 14, 17, 19). The Father waited for him, knows, reveals. 

We can see this by following the count down in the Book of Joshua as in the count down in the 

Gospel of Luke. 100 Sheep, 10 Coins, Father, 1 Brother, 1 Brother. In Joshua Chapter 7 the 

discovery sequence is Tribe, Clan, Family, then brothers one by one until Achan, son of Carmi, 

son of Zabdi, son of Zerah of the tribe of Judah, was designated. (Josh 7:18). In the Joshua 

setting - who violated the ban? At each casting of lots he discovered. He is in the Tribe of Judah. 

He is in the Clan of Zerah. He is in Family of Zabdi. He is the son of Carmi. He is Achan. He is 

the one. After a full confession and restitution, he temporal punishment was given but according 

to tradition we accept “May my death be an expiation for my sins” (Mishna Sanhedrin 6:2). 

 

The highlight remains! The Prodigal Son has entered the Thanksgiving Banquet. Finish the story. 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


