
A Short Teaching on Rejection 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on this Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings: EZ 2:2-5, PS 123:1-2, 2, 3-4, 2 COR 12:7-10, MK 6:1-6 

 

Rejection. It is a very difficult experience. 

Rejection. It is one of the more shameful things we do. 

Today, the Church gives us three insights into the Error of Rejection. 

 

In the first instance Ezekiel is given the task of speaking with a people hard of face and obstinate 

of heart. The Lord warns Ezekiel to ignore the rejection, but continue to speak to the people to 

listen to the voice of God. God has gifts to offer, and Ezekiel is to provide the pathway to them. 

 

The pathos of God is to find a way to offer blessing to those who reject blessing. God here in 

Ezekiel is rejected. God is rejected by his children. He blesses anyway. He reaches out anyway. 

He loves anyway. 

 

In the second instance Paul is rejected. Paul is hurt by his companions by the comparisons people 

make between him and the super apostles. These thorns of the flesh hurt Paul and his ego. He is 

assailed without merit. Paul here in the Corinthian letter is rejected. He blesses anyway. He 

reaches out anyway. He loves anyway in order that the power of Christ may dwell with me [for 

you]. 

 

In the third instance, Jesus is rejected. Jesus is rejected by his family and friends. His native 

place has no place for him. He blesses anyway. He reaches out anyway. He loves anyway. 

Allegorically, Jesus is placed in a papyrus basket, daubed with bitumen and pitch, and placed 

among the reeds on the river bank. 

 

So then, God, Ezekiel, Paul and Jesus are all rejected. God who is love himself, Jesus who is 

love incarnate among man, Ezekiel who speaks for God and Paul who lives for God, all rejected. 

 

Hmmm. 

 

Son of man, stand up! I wish to speak with you. 

 

This weekend practice accepting. Offer blessings. Pray for all to have soft faces and open hearts. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


