
A Short Teaching on Saints and Souls
by Deacon Gerry Palermo
Greetings on this All Souls Day
Readings: Wis 3:1-9; Ps 23:1-6; Rom 5:5-11; Jn 6:37-40
[contains some speculative theology]

Yesterday we celebrated the Solemnity of All Saints Day. We honor those that have gone before 
us who found their home in the kingdom of heaven and their life is at rest in eternal peace. What 
joys they know! Knowing these things, we have courage to follow them and the Way of Life.

Today we celebrate the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed. All Souls day has a twin 
characteristic. It is the day we remember all those who are known to have faith to some degree or 
another. It is also the day we remember all those who their faith is unknown to us or perhaps 
their lives were in apparent radical contradiction to holiness.

This prayer and this Day is always universal in scope.
We are to pray for all souls. Living and dead. Whatever tradition they live or lived in.

In the first person voice, on behalf of those who cannot speak or dare to speak:
morning ----- Look on me with love, O Lord, and rescue me.
noon ----- Lord, lay your healing hands on the wounds of my sins.
mid-afternoon ----- Be my salvation, Lord, true to your name, and by your mighty power set me 
free.

We live this life helping and supporting one another. We begin nursed at the breast and we end 
in the embrace of those near to us, whom ever they may be. And so we intercede for one another, 
that we might live.

So we are happy to recall these words: ‘Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and 
anyone who comes to me I will not drive away’ Jn 6:37.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Come near.

Peace be with you.
Deacon Gerry


