
A Short Teaching on Thanksgiving 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. 

Readings: 2 SM 5:1-3; COL 1:12-20; LK 23:35-43 

 

This is the final Sunday of the current liturgical year. So much to be thankful for this year! 

 

We come to the end of the Cycle C (Gospel of Luke) and come to Cycle A (Gospel of Matthew). 

The Gospel of Luke is my favorite as you may have gathered. This gospel holds the hope of the 

Eschatological Reversal. In keeping with the current political climate, we coincidentally retire 

this perspective for two years. The Gospel of Matthew which has pride of place, first in order in 

the New Testament, because the early Church Fathers preached from this Gospel more than all 

the others becomes our focus. Perhaps with Matthew to guide us we can avoid ‘a long war 

between the house of Saul and that of David’ (2 Sam 3, 1). 

 

Sacred Heart, my parish, closes out a year celebrating 100 years as a parish having been 

established as a mission parish in 1917. At the Mass yesterday, Archbishop Thomas Wenski 

reminded us the priority should always be ‘relationship before brick-and-mortar’. In his homily 

he noted that Nazism, Fascism, and the Bolsheviks defined the 20
th

 Century of the Common Era. 

We, in his homily, define life as relation to the person and truth of Jesus Christ. We must 

continue to make the Church an oasis for all people, moving with us and in us, on our common 

journey, making peace by the blood of his cross. Thank you for calling us home, Bishop Wenski. 

 

Finally, a patient asked me a question a few weeks ago. “Why does God need so much praise?” 

He doesn’t. All the praises you read in the Scriptures is an outward expression of the interior Joy 

that comes from being touched by the Divine. Imagine what Heaven is like! 

 

Then the patient said. “Thanks for reminding me I cannot change my life.” 

What cannot be historically changed is transformed by the loving touch of the Divine. What lies 

ahead for you is a flowering of Grace now and in the Age to Come. 

 

Because we can all take courage in these words from the Christ: 

 

Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


