
A Short Teaching on the Talents
by Deacon Gerry Palermo
Greetings on this Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: PRV 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; PS 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; 1 THES 5:1-6; MT 25:14-30

(Early this week due to schedule)
The Parable of the Talents is in both Matthew and Luke although with slight differences in the 
currency. There is ample material to preach on the gifts of material possessions and the gifts of 
personal talent as the parable straight away brings both into focus: ‘to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability [according to his Talent]’ Matt 
25:15. So be patient if your Preacher speaks on the Gospel with money in mind or using your 
computer talent as gifts to be developed for the Church…. fair game! And with the Old 
Testament reading Proverbs 31, you could instead be treated to the model of the ideal wife and 
her activity vis-à-vis the Church as the Bride of Christ. All are helpful and profitable instruction.

Today we’ll take a different journey through the Gospel of Matthew Chapter 25. There are two 
parables (Ten Virgins and the Talents) and one description of the Judgment of Nations. The 
bridesmaids that did not prepare their lamps come to the door and ask ‘Lord, Lord, open to us’. 
The reply is ‘Truly, I tell you, I do not know you’ Matt 25:11. The servant with one talent did not 
invest his gift and states ‘I was afraid and hid your talent in the ground’. The reply is ‘You 
wicked and lazy slave!’ Matt 25: 25-26a. The accursed in the Judgment of Nations ask ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 
not take care of you?’ The reply is ‘Truly, I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it for me’. Matt 25: 44-45.

These three stories have two critical similarities. (1) Dialogical. There is a direct conversation 
between Man and God. (2) Dishonesty. The basic human weakness is in plain sight. We make up 
what we want about what God is like, what we are asked to do, and whether we are guilty of any 
(ANY) offense. Not to pick on Eve but it’s a problem from the beginning. Compare Genesis 
2:16-17 and Genesis 3:2-3 (or even touch it).

All three examples accuse God of being unfair. The five Virgins wanted to be a Bride without 
offering themselves as bride (the oil is their virginity). The Servant wanted reward even though 
he is accusing God of not being generous and therefore excusing his not being generous himself. 
The accursed wanted Heaven even though they knew full well they ignored the poor.

Yikes! The reversal of all this is pretty straight forward. Offer something of yourself to God as 
He offers himself to you, be grateful for His generosity and be generous yourself and finally 
don’t ignore the poor and disenfranchised. Easy Peasy.

Peace be with you.
Deacon Gerry


