
A Short Teaching on the Wedding Feast
by Deacon Gerry Palermo

Greetings on this the 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Isa 25:6-10; PS 23:1-6; Phi 4:12-14, 19-20; MT 22:1-14
[Occasional]

Have you had faith in someone only to have that faith violated?
---And they made light of it (Mt 22:5).
Have you had hope for someone only to have that hope dashed?
---And they made light of it (Mt 22:5).
Have you provided for someone only to have that charity discounted?
---And they made light of it and went away (Mt 22:5).
Jesus describes the Kingdom of Heaven as a Wedding Banquet where God, the Host, is refused 
and rejected by Man, the Guest.
Beginning with the most common reason first and escalating in violence: (1) man made light of 
the invitation, (2) man went to his farm (home), (2) man went to his business, and (3) other men 
seized the servants (3a) mistreated them and (3b) killed them.
God responds, beginning with the most severe of the Men first (3a and 3b): (1) Destroyed the 
murderers, and, for the rest, (2) Burned their cities (1 and 2) – that is, destroyed their false idols.
God then invites again. The servants went out into the streets and gathered them in.
The strength of the parable tends to put off people who have reduced God to a sentimental old 
man without any sense of reality and without perceiving any real value in a relationship with 
him. He is merely a provider of good things.
Then there is one more example in the parable, more severely dealt with than the others. A man 
attended without a wedding garment (some translations, naked). This is the most severe of 
falsehoods. Attending a wedding only to snatch what is offered and not receive what is given. 
This is the example of the false piety.
God is quite grounded in reality. He knows we are attracted to these inferior goods. Good, as He 
provides them, but inferior good as they are but material and temporal gifts wherein He desires
to be the gift of all gifts, eternal and fulfilling, now and forever.
Moreover, material goods without a spiritual sense of gift is deadly to us. We make light of our 
behaviors, tend to our homes and businesses without regard for the poor and homeless and, if 
pushed, we will mistreat and murder those who get in our way.
Today God reminds us, He holds us accountable for our actions and our inactions. It is best not 
to make light of it and walk away. Come to feast of Heaven and Earth. There is a holy wedding 
and you are invited.

Peace be with you.
Deacon Gerry


