
A Short Teaching on What About Me 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Third Sunday of Advent. 

Readings: IS 35:1-6A, 10; PS 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; JAS 5:7-10; MT 11:2-11 

 

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus 

with this question, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” 

 

John the Baptist, for being a rough hewn guy, is very polite to Jesus. His question simply is 

“What about me?” I am in prison. I am in prison for proclaiming the truth to King Herod about 

his scandalous life. I am going to die at the hands of a lunatic. 

 

Intellectually John already knew: blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the 

deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them [by Jesus]. 

 

John wanted his freedom from prison. John didn’t want to die. What about me? 

Jesus sent him perfect divine recompense in his friends who were sent back to him to tell him the 

stories of the holy one and the miracles he performs and the promise of salvation he proclaims. 

 

What makes this reply so compelling is what Jesus tells his followers afterwards. Amen, I say to 

you, among those born of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist. For the 

Jewish people there is none greater than Moses and in order behind him Elijah. But of all the 

prophets, John is the highest rank yet he does not get what he asked for but what he needed. 

 

Jesus is telling us that we are going to suffer. He sends you and me to deliver divine recompense. 

 

He sends us to strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the knees that are weak, say to 

those whose hearts are frightened: God will answer your deepest desire at the hands of Jesus. In 

that prison cell, outside the gospel narrative was given the perfect balm for a man who will later 

give his life for his friend. Gaudete in Domino semper ("Rejoice in the Lord always"). 

 

Friend - recount the loving nature of God so that your eyes will be opened, your ears cleared; so 

that you’ll leap like a stag, and your tongue will sing. Receive perfect divine recompense. You 

are on both sides of this equation. Receive a Friend. Be a Friend. Tell the story. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


