
A Short Teaching on Which Way 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Readings: SIR 15:15-20; PS 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 1 COR 2:6-10; MT 5:17-37 

 

Let me ask you something. Would you prefer using a compass to navigate your way to a friend’s 

house in a far off place or use a talking GPS device to help you along the way? If you want to 

actually get there, the more specific guidance of the GPS is the preferred choice. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I 

have come not to abolish but to fulfill.” Jesus is the fullness of the utterance of God in the law 

and prophets. Jesus gives us a GPS-like precision of the utterance of righteousness by describing 

in more detail the depth and meaning of the Law of Moses. 

 

There is another aspect to the Gospel of Matthew, a navigation where one path leads toward fire 

(Mt 5:17 – 44) and the other path toward a water and unity with God (the same list in reverse). It 

goes like this… 

 

When we ignore the Law we begin a fiery path because we are using a broken compass. 

Disregarding the law, we tend toward Anger, especially against the Spouse, which leads us 

toward Lust and Adultery, these in turn leads to Divorce and Oath-taking. Oaths lead us to 

Retaliation and then finally full maturity in hatred of our Enemy which was once our Spouse. 

This broken path applies to marriage and every other relationship. 

 

Meanwhile our GPS is telling us over and over: “At your next opportunity, make a U-turn”. 

 

Pray for your Enemy which will change you reducing your desire for retaliation. Having no 

desire to Retaliate the awful Oaths made previously now made impotent. Divorce while still a 

fact no longer has an evil effect. You’ll be able to reflect on the mistakes of Lust and Anger 

seeing them as things to be confessed and avoided. In that reversal, perfect obedience to the Law. 

 

The Holy Spirit scrutinizes everything, even the depths of God. Let him recalibrate your GPS. 

You don’t have use a broken compass. You don’t have to hate, retaliate, make horrible oaths, 

break relationships, covet everything, get angry and disregard the Law of relationships. 

 

Obey and teach the commandments and be called greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


