
A Short Teaching on Who Is She To Me 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. 

Readings: NM 6:22-27; PS 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; GAL 4:4-7; LK 2:16-21 

 

Merry Christmas! (Today is the Octave Day of Christmas). 

 

Theotokos, "Mother of God" / "God-bearer" / “the one who gave birth to the one who is God”. 

 

God delights in providing His presence through the persons of men and women. Our perceptions 

and insights come through the men and women. Theophany, appearance of God, is also through 

Flaming Bushes, Pillar of Clouds, or a light silent sound (1 Kg 19:12). These point to a person. 

  

 Moses saw … the LORD appeared to him as fire flaming out of a bush. When he looked, 
although the bush was on fire, it was not being consumed (Ex 3:2). 

 Moses, who prefigures Jesus, at God’s direction, gives Aaron the blessing prayer to speak 

forever. This is a perpetual prayer (May the Lord bless you… Num 6:22-27).  

 Ananias, instructed by God to baptize Paul, “Go, for this man is a chosen instrument of 
mine to carry my name before Gentiles, kings, and Israelites” (Acts 9:15). 

 In the fullness of time, Mary was selected by God to be Mother. Born (Jesus) of a 
woman, born under the law that we might receive adoption (GAL 4:4). Moses, Aaron and 

Paul gave from gifts they were given. Mary is a gift who is full of grace (Lk 1:28). 

 

Who Is She To Me? Behold, your mother. (Jn 19:27). 

 Mary’s blessed and fruitful virginity is like the bush, flaming yet unburned, which Moses 
saw on Sinai. Pray for us Mary, Theotokos. May your Son, Our Lord, be our salvation. 

 Mary’s victory over Satan as a Pillar of Clouds ever protecting us (Gen 3:15, Rom 16:20, 

Rev 12:17). Pray for us Mary, Theotokos. May your Son, Our Lord, be our protection. 

 Mary’s humility is a light silent sound. Proclaiming God’s salvation without preaching 
but keeping all these things in her heart (Lk 2:19, 3:51). Pray for us Mary, Theotokos. 

May your Son, Our Lord, be our heart’s desire. 

 

Who are we? The Shepherds! Let us go to Bethlehem… and find Mary and Joseph, and the 

infant lying in the manger. Let us make known the message that has been told about this child. 

All who hear will be amazed by what had been told them by you, shepherds (based Lk 2:15-18). 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


