
A Short Teaching on You Feed Them! 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

Greetings on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. 

Readings: GN 14:18-20; 1 COR 11:23-26; LK 9:11B-17 

 

Today we’ll approach this Gospel reading from the perspective of the Imperative of God. 

Last year: http://gerrypalermo.blog.com/files/2015/10/A-Short-Teaching-on-Corpus-Christi.pdf. 

 

What is the “Imperative of God” in these readings? Jezi di yo: Poukisa nou pa ba yo manje pito! 

(Lik, 9:13) HCV, or, He replied, “You give them something to eat (LK 9:13) NIV. 

The readings are bracketed as follows: 

I. Torah - Priesthood of Melchizedek and he gives a blessing of bread and wine. 

II. Psalms - LORD said to my Lord – you are of the Priesthood of Melchizedek without need 

to drink or eat oneself but to provide for others (Psalms 110:7). 

III. Catechesis – The letter of Paul to the people of Corinth is a teaching properly placed in 

The Mass of the Catechumens. It is a teaching on the Institutional Narrative. 

IV. Proclamation – The Gospel proclamation is a super natural expression of the super 

abundance of God in Jesus. A foretaste of the Institutional Narrative. 

V. (I to IV) All leading to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass – the Eucharistic Celebration. 

The entering into the Institutional Narrative of Holy Thursday. 

 

Ba yo manje! This plays out in a sequence that leads to our conclusion. The Imperative of God is 

to feed the people God Himself in His Eucharist. Following the sequence in the Gospel; 

I. Dismiss the crowd – so they can eat (the primitive Church sees need). 

II. You feed them (the Church is given its role). 

III. We have little with us. How with only this? (we have not much to give) 

IV. Our solution - We can go into town and purchase what we need (we have worldly things). 

V. No, have everyone sit down. (You have more than worldly things). 

VI. Looking up to heaven, he said the blessing over them, broke them. (You have me). 

VII. Gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd (Give me to them). 

VIII. The people ate and were satisfied (Now my people are in me and me in them). 

 

Our imperative then must be - Ba yo manje Jezi! Be satisfied! 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 

http://gerrypalermo.blog.com/files/2015/10/A-Short-Teaching-on-Corpus-Christi.pdf

