
A Short Teaching on Am I Blind 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Fourth Sunday of Lent. 

Readings: 1 SM 16:1B, 6-7, 10-13A; PS 23: 1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6; EPH 5:8-14; JN 9:1-41 

 

We are not blind, are we? If you were blind, you would have no sin, but you say ‘We see’, so 

your sin remains. (JN 9:40b-41, my translation). 

 

The man born blind. How does the government view him? Born totally in sin (JN 9:34), tolerated 

but worthless, they could see nothing good from such a healing of a sin-born man. 

 

The parents of the blind man were less afraid than a modern read of John’s account would have 

it. No, his parents nurtured and raised him, trained and taught him, loved and kept him close. The 

parents were brave and holy people and trusted God to protect a blind son against the power of 

government rejection. The parents are the witness to the fact that all natural care that can be 

given to a blind baby has already been made and will continue to be made by his family. We 

raised him to adulthood even in his blindness. This miracle of sight is of divine origin. Ask him. 

 

Know this: Neither he nor his parents sinned said the Lord Jesus (JN 9:3ff). Even more, on this 

day the Lord’s mighty arm will be in action. Jesus used the medical arts of the time thus showing 

the Lord as the center of all authentic medicine and then sent him. 

 

Sent to the pool at Siloam, an ordinary watering spot, a place the blind man walked to on his own 

many times before. In that place, he would pray. Jesus sent him to the place the Lord often heard 

the prayers of this blind man. It is here that the blind man came to know “if one is devout and 

does his will, he (God) listens to him” (JN 9:31b). You thought he was only talking about Jesus? 

He was talking about Jesus and himself. He was witnessing to his trust in the God he cannot see. 

 

Sent to neighbors – who see him as a beggar - to the government – who threw him out and when 

while the world rejected him so completely, Jesus found him and assured him ‘you have seen 

him (the Messiah) and he speaks to you’ (JN 9:8b, 34b, 35b, 37, my translation). The blind man 

sees and now hears with his ears the voice he heard so many times in prayer and worshiped him. 

 

I came into the world for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and those who do see 

might be blind (JN 9:39). What do you see around you? Beggars, Discards, a people unworthy to 

be called neighbor? Best become blind that you might see again. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 



P.S. This homily will be given blindfolded. 


