
A Short Teaching on Cloaks and Branches 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion. 

Readings: MT 21:1-11; IS 50:4-7; PS 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; PHIL 2:6-11; The Passion of 

the Christ according to the Gospel of Matthew (MT 26:14—27:66) 

 

Today marks the beginning of Holy Week and the final journey to the Resurrection of Jesus. We 

begin with our Cloaks and Branches. The Cloak is our body and our pretense and naked material 

wealth. The Palm Branch represents our spiritual essence. On Palm Sunday we place them on the 

road for Jesus to trod over. We want him to crush us. 

 

Do you remember this? You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can 

it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot by men. The Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem with cloaks and palm branches placed 

before Jesus that he might gently trample. Our salt is cracked along the fault line. Jesus - 

Hosanna Us! Trample my Cloak, trod upon my Branches, release the evil and set me free! 

 

Immediately, the Passion... Jesus knew... as he knew with Judas... Friend, do what you have 

come for... How do you respond to this liberation and revelation? 

 

Sometimes we run away or follow Jesus from a distance. Sometimes we condemn Jesus for our 

mistakes or assault Jesus for his light shows our darkness. Sometimes we dream of him and grow 

perplexed and disquieted or wash our hands of him and ignore the question. Sometimes we are 

so un-rooted we run here to there making exaggerated movements of rejection of Jesus, 

confession of Jesus, and yet end up in condemnation of ourselves. Sometimes we want to seal 

him up in the tomb to be forgotten. Peter’s fault line was hard to break. Peter’s denial of Jesus 

was his fault line requiring a three stage pressure to finally release his curse and swear and the 

bitterness of his disappointment and fear. Only then could he follow the Cross. 

 

Jesus knows. God the Father knows that when we express our deepest rejection of God we say 

"His blood be upon us and upon our children." He honors the request in a divine way and allows 

the blood of the Lamb, the blood of the Book, to cover us and bring new life. And we are given 

to yield our refined salt, cracked and released, and whisper... 

 

Remember me in your Kingdom. 

 

May Your Passion Week Fulfill Your Heart’s Desire! 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


