
A Short Teaching on My Deepest Desire 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Fifth Sunday of Lent. 

Readings: EZ 37:12-14; PS 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; ROM 8:8-11; JN 11:1-45 

 

What is your deepest desire? The Church readings the final three weeks of Lent Cycle A give the 

answer in a wonderful way. It is a series of three stories, of which we covered the first two: The 

Bucket and Am I Blind. These are 3
rd

 Lent and 4
th

 Lent. This is the last story and is also 5
th

 Lent. 

 

The Samaritan woman wanted well water but Jesus revealed her deeper desire: to know the 

Messiah. She is the representative of all those who worship false gods but do not know how to 

worship the one true God. Her bucket yielded natural goodness yet she desired spiritual health. 

 

The man born blind knew God in a distant way (blind). He was devout and did God’s will so he 

was sure that God listened to him. But there was lacking an intimacy, a craving to see God and 

be in union with God, his deeper desire. Jesus knew this and while the world rejected him, Jesus 

found him and assured him ‘you have seen him (the Messiah) and he speaks to you’. 

 

The Samaritan woman and the man born blind stories fold into Lazarus and our deepest desire. 

 

With Jesus’ friend Lazarus there is the universal disappointment in God. Jesus warns his 

disciples but promised you will see the Glory of God. Martha: Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died. Mary: Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 

The Crowd: Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man have done something so 

that this man would not have died? They thought “not dying” was the deepest desire. 

 

Lazarus, come out! And upon those words Lazarus, dead four days, comes out of the tomb 

restored to natural life. No confusion that Jesus is Messiah, Glory of God, Son of the Most High. 

 

Martha’s prophetic words take on their most important meaning now:  “I know he will rise, in 

the resurrection on the last day”. This is our deepest desire – to rise in the resurrection on the last 

day. Jesus is showing Martha, Mary, the Crowd and Lazarus that it is not only natural life that I 

have come to restore but with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

 

Today let us remember our deepest desire is not to not die but to rise again with him and be with 

him forever. This universal disappointment in God actually points toward his greatest gift to us! 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


