
A Short Teaching on Otherness 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on The Resurrection of the Lord. 

Readings: ACTS 10:34A, 37-43; PS 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; COL 3:1-4; JN 20:1-9 

 

Proclaimed: Christ is Risen, Alleluia. Reply: He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

During the men’s prayer meeting this morning we shared stories among us. It was good to share 

in such a way. We get to know one another better. We get to know ourselves better. I shared a 

personal story which concluded with this ending: “All my success in life is directly attributed to 

the kindness of others. Every milestone, every award and every wealth I have are the outcomes 

of people’s generosity, forgiveness, sharing, mentoring, coaching and patient listening. 

 

These Otherness gifts from people are unselfish acts born from the author of love himself. 

Otherness is an attribute of God, within himself, and between us as well. 

 

The Gospel account today is such an expression. All four Gospels attest to the women 

encountering at the tomb and, sensing the Otherness of their group, rush to tell their story. 

 

From the beginning of time this day has come which is the nurturing of the human persons 

within the womb of God. A certain pregnancy, if you will, to allow the freedom of human 

growth and to fully realize our Otherness. Saying it another way, do you recall Adam’s words 

“Flesh of my flesh and bone of my bone?” This was the first otherness and of a mortal nature. 

 

The second is Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrection. The Otherness of Christ is both: 

Otherness of mortal life and, in the resurrection, Otherness of eternal life. It is the final nurturing 

of humanity is to see the Otherness of God in himself and in one another. His resurrection is the 

quintessential unselfish act from the author of love himself. 

 

Declaring “He is Risen” obliges us to actualize this Otherness nurturing in our mortal life. “He is 

Risen” moves us to anticipate our eternal life within our interior life. The effectuation is made by 

way of generosity, forgiveness, sharing, mentoring, coaching and patient listening like Jesus. 

 

Live a Risen Life. Jesus reminds us: I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done 

for you, you should also do (John 13:15). 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


