
A Short Teaching on the Road… Again 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Third Sunday of Easter. 

Readings: ACTS 2:14, 22-33; PS 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; 1 PT 1:17-21; LK 24:13-35 

 

The Road to Emmaus event is one we share with the Apostles. It is a wonderful expression of 

faith in action, faith in community and faith reaching its apex with the personal revelation of 

Jesus Christ in the Breaking of the Bread. We live this road many times in our journey of faith. It 

may be helpful to understand this sequence of events as not linear time but a cyclical occurrence 

which draws us toward and into the Eucharistic expression of knowing God. 

 

Conversing, Debating, Probing – how very necessary it is for us to talk and debate with probing. 

What do I know and how do I know it is an exploration. How does it compare to your thoughts. 

What do we think together (creedal values). 

 

Refining and Explaining – bringing to the lips what is formed in our minds is a critical 

component to growing spiritually. An unspoken revelation is most dangerous indeed. 

 

Hopes and Dreams with their corresponding Disappointment and Conflict – reveals the struggle 

we have in our faith. I was expecting ‘this’ but ‘that’ happened instead. Sometimes the ‘this’ and 

‘that’ are opposite of what we initially wanted. 

 

Teaching, Community, Breaking of the Bread – when we are open to this type of exchange then 

Jesus teaches us scripture in our community and reveals himself in the Bread. Immediately we 

begin to share and witness since in the Bread we have confirmation and validation. 

 

The Holy Mass follows this pattern. The liturgy moves us from Greetings, Penance, Praise, 

Prayer, Scripture, Teaching, Supplication, Breaking of the Bread, Communion, and Being Sent. 

 

This past Friday I was in the VA Adoration Chapel just being available for patients and staff. 

Three people joined me and we began discussing Easter and the hope of the Resurrection. We 

discussed our problems and hopes. We even debated what the criteria for the replacement of 

Judas as an Apostle was. In between we chose songs to sing, our favorite Easter songs. When we 

finished I offered to give a Communion Service to which all agreed. I chose this Sunday’s 

reading: The Road to Emmaus. We were all struck on how we entered the same journey. We ate 

the same Bread broken for us. We went off rejoicing in the Lord and telling everyone ‘We have 

seen the Lord!’ Come walk with us. Enter the Eucharistic life. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


