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COME, 

Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your faithful 

and 

enkindle in them 

the fire of your love. 

 

Send forth your Spirit 

And 

they shall be created. 

And 

You shall renew the face of the earth.  

 

 

 

 

 

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the 

faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and 

ever enjoy His consolations, Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
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Come Holy Spirit - Soul of the Domestic Church 

Nazareth – Home of the Holy Spirit 

Let us follow the Gospel of Luke and see the importance of Jesus’ home and home town, 

Nazareth, to the revelation of the person of the Holy Spirit, as well as the revelation of the 

salvific plan of God in the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

We will discover immediately the meaning of the creedal value that it is through the Holy Spirit 

that Jesus is able to share the saving love of God. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son 

he is adored and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

The Annunciation 

The announcement of the Incarnation by the angel Gabriel to Mary (Luke 1:26–38). 

 

This encounter is unique to the Gospel of Luke. 

 

The angel of the Lord Gabriel was sent to a town in Galilee called Nazareth (Luke 1:26). 

 

.. to a virgin… the virgin’s name was Mary Luke (1:27). 

 

The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God 

 

We can see from the Gospel the Holy Spirit proceeds (begin or continue a course of action) with 

Jesus. Both announced as well by the attendant of God, Gabriel. 

 

After visiting Elizabeth, Mary returned to her home (Nazareth) (Luke 1:56). 

Return from Jerusalem - Presentation 

Leaving Nazareth for the Census event, staying in Bethlehem for Jesus’ birth and going to 

Jerusalem for Jesus’ presentation to the Lord, they returned home. When they had fulfilled all the 

prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth 

(Luke 2:39). 
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Nazareth – Home of Wisdom and Favor of God 

The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. (Lk 

2:39). 

Return for Jerusalem – Feast of Passover 

And Jesus advanced wisdom and age and favor before God and man. (Lk 2:52). 

The Effects of Nazareth 

We will pause here to note the events and effects of Nazareth, the home of Jesus. 

Introduction  

 Restoration of Kingdom Sender (God), Angles, Spirit, Mother, Son 

 Role of the Holy Spirit And his person 

 Role of Jesus And his person 

 Role of Mary (Tabernacle) And her person (handmaid. Mother of God) 

Jesus Grew Between Presentation and Passover 

 Strong  

 Wisdom  

 Favor of God Building relationship 

Jesus Grew Between Passover and Temptations 

 Wisdom  

 Years This means trusted adult 

 Favor of God  

 Favor of Man Building relationship 

 

It is clear then that Nazareth is the place where the incarnation of Bethlehem is made ready for 

the mission of Evangelization throughout Galilee and Judea (and to the ends of the Earth). 

Nazareth – I am Sent 

After the desert temptations, filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned to Galilee … He came to 

Nazareth (Lk 4:14-16) and went to the synagogue on the sabbath day. 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to 

let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. (Lk 4:18-19) 

Nazareth - Possession 

The discourse that follows in sometimes understood to be one of rejection as to the Jesus being a 

Prophet. I won’t challenge this but I will suggest it is not complete and fails to realize the deeper 

divide. More to the point, Jesus the Nazareth son, needs to keep to his own. 

 

You are from Nazareth But you live in Capernaum 

You are son of Joseph But you work in Capernaum 

You are Physician But you heal in Capernaum 

Your are ours ALONE But you share your gifts with all Israel 
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Nazareth – I am Sent to Zarephath near Sidon 

Jesus uses the activities of Elijah to illustrate the reach of God’s love beyond the ‘hometown’. 

 

1Kgs 17:9 

 

Zarephath near Sidon Hostile Territory 

Widow and her child Son People outside the camp 

Bake cake, oil and water, eat one year Miracle of abundance 

Lived with them for One year Irregular family living 

Son died Resuscitated by Elijah in prayer to God. 

 

Scandal alert – Elijah lived with an unmarried woman and her child. 

Nazareth – I am Sent to Syria and Her People 

Jesus uses the activities of Elisha to illustrate the location of God’s love beyond the ‘hometown’. 

 

Aramean Syrian Hostile Territory 

Army Commander Naaman & King Aram People outside the camp 

Leper Sickness violates law 

Slave Jewish Girl Helps this foreigner 

Jordan River Miracle of healing 

Two mule-loads of soil Israel made real in Syria 

Bow down in temple of Rimmon Go in Peace 

 

Scandal alert – Elisha allows hidden faith in a hostile temple. 

 

Scandal alert – Elisha allows Israel itself (soil) to be taken into another land. 

Nazareth Rejects Jesus – Jesus goes to Capernaum 

So you know this part, they get so mad they reject Jesus and try to kill him. Because he didn’t fit 

the model of Theology and Faith they thought was proper. 

Nazareth – A Living Part of the Church 

We too have the rejection of Nazareth within us. Even in the Church we must constantly re-

evangelize to avoid the corruption of owning Jesus. Our Church is the place of Strength, Wisdom 

and Favor of God. Paradoxically, the Church is the place of possession, rejection and exclusivity. 

 

We work at improving the former and resisting the latter. 

The 2015 World Meeting of Families 
Held every three years and sponsored by the Holy See’s Pontifical Council for the 

Family, the World Meeting of Families is the world’s largest Catholic gathering of 

families. The theme of the World Meeting of Families – Philadelphia 2015 is “Love Is 

Our Mission: The Family Fully Alive,” emphasizing the impact of the love and life of 

families on our society. 
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Prayer for the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

Holy Spirit, powerful Consoler, 

sacred Bond of the Father and the Son, 

Hope of the afflicted, 

descend into my heart and establish in it your loving 

dominion 

Enkindle in my tepid soul the fire of your Love 

so that I may be wholly subject to you. 

We believe that when you dwell in us, 

you also prepare a dwelling for the Father and the Son. 

Deign, therefore, to come to me, Consoler of abandoned 

souls, 

and Protector of the needy. 

Help the afflicted, 

strengthen the weak, 

and support the wavering. 

Come and purify me. 

Let no evil desire take possession of me. 

You love the humble and resist the proud. 

Come to me, glory of the living, and hope of the dying. 

Lead me by your grace 

that I may always be pleasing to you. 

Amen. 

 

Saint Augustine of Hippo  
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Evangelii Gaudium 
 (1) The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who accept 

his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness. With Christ 

joy is constantly born anew. 

 

(11) Jesus can also break through the dull categories with which we would enclose him and 

he constantly amazes us by his divine creativity. Whenever we make the effort to return to the 

source and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of 

creativity open up, with different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and words with new 

meaning for today’s world. Every form of authentic evangelization is always “new”. 

 

(22)  God’s word is unpredictable in its power. The Gospel speaks of a seed which, once sown, 

grows by itself, even as the farmer sleeps (Mk 4:26-29). The Church has to accept this unruly 

freedom of the word, which accomplishes what it wills in ways that surpass our calculations and 

ways of thinking. 

 

(221ff) Principles 

 

1. Time is greater than Space. 

2. Unity Prevails over Conflict. 

3. Realities are more important than Ideas/ 

4. The Whole is Greater than the Part. 

Evangelii Nuntiandi 

(27) Evangelization will also always contain - as the foundation, center, and at the same time, 

summit of its dynamism - a clear proclamation that, in Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man, 

who died and rose from the dead, salvation is offered to all men, as a gift of God's grace and 

mercy. And not an immanent salvation, meeting material or even spiritual needs, restricted to 

the framework of temporal existence and completely identified with temporal desires, hopes, 

affairs and struggles, but a salvation which exceeds all these limits in order to reach fulfillment 

in a communion with the one and only divine Absolute: a transcendent and eschatological 

salvation, which indeed has its beginning in this life but which is fulfilled in eternity. (29) But 

evangelization would not be complete if it did not take account of the unceasing interplay of the 

Gospel and of man's concrete life, both personal and social. This is why evangelization involves 

an explicit message, adapted to the different situations constantly being realized, about the rights 

and duties of every human being, about family life without which personal growth and 

development is hardly possible,[60] about life in society, about international life, peace, justice 

and development- a message especially energetic today about liberation. 

Familiaris Consortio 

Family Types and Circumstances 

 Migrant workers 

 Armed forces / Sailors 

 Prison 

 Refugees and exiles 
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 Outcasts & No home 

 Incomplete or single-parent families 

 Children that are handicapped or addicted to drugs 

 Alcoholics 

 Uprooted from their cultural and social environment or are in danger of losing it 

 Discriminated against for political or other reasons 

 Ideologically divided 

 Unable to make ready contact with the parish 

 Experiencing violence or unjust treatment because of their faith 

 Teenage married couples 

 The elderly, who are often obliged to live alone with inadequate means of subsistence. 

 Widowhood 

 Old age 

 

Marriages or Simulated Marriages: 

 Mixed Marriages 

 Trial Marriages 

 De Facto Free Unions 

 Catholics in Civil Marriages 

 Separated or Divorced Persons Who Have Not Remarried 

 Divorced Persons Who Have Remarried 

 Same-sex Civil Marriages 

 Promiscuity (and prostitution) 

 Irregular nature and instability of relationships 

 

Family Rights To: 

 Exist and progress as a family / found a family and to have adequate means to support it 

 Exercise its responsibility regarding the transmission of life and to educate children 

 Intimacy of conjugal and family life 

 Stability of the bond and of the institution of marriage 

 Believe in and profess one's faith and to propagate it 

 Bring up children in accordance with the family's own traditions and religious and 
cultural values, with the necessary instruments, means and institutions 

 Obtain physical, social, political and economic security 

 Housing suitable for living family life in a proper way 

 Expression and to representation, either directly or through associations, before the 

economic, social and cultural public authorities and lower authorities 

 Form associations with other families and institutions, in order to fulfill the family's role 

suitably and expeditiously 

 Protect minors by adequate institutions and legislation from harmful drugs, pornography, 
alcoholism 

 Wholesome recreation of a kind that also fosters family values 

 The elderly to a worthy life and a worthy death 

 Emigrate as a family in search of a better life 
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Prayer of Consolation 

 

 

Comforting Lord, 

gift from on high, 

Seeking your aid, 

we send our cry! 

Fount of all life! 

Fire of God's love, 

Be our anointing from above. 

Holy Spirit, 

Divine comforter 

Comfort me in all my sorrows!
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Nazareth - Understanding Family  

The Church is at the Service of the Family. 

 

This understanding is an inescapable requirement of the work of evangelization. (EC, 4). 

Evangelium Vitae 

The Gospel of Life is at the heart of Jesus’ message (EV, 1). 

 

Stressing: 

 The incomparable worth of the human person 

 Threats to human life 

 What have you done? 

 Am I my brother’s Keeper? 

 The Gospel of Life 

Humanae Vitae 

The transmission of human life is a most serious role in which married people collaborate freely 

and responsibly with God the Creator (HV, 1). 

 

Stressing: 

 Faithfulness to God's design 

 Lawful therapeutic means 

 Recourse to infertile periods 

 Concern of the Church 

 Developing countries 

Ecclesial Law 

 

Can only be changed with the guidance of the Holy Spirit working in the Church. Let us pray for 

this gathering that they may receive the Holy Spirit. 
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Prayer to Receive the Holy Spirit 

 

Holy Spirit, Lord of light, 

From Thy clear celestial height 

Thy pure beaming radiance give. 

 

Come, Thou Father of the poor, 

Come with treasures which endure, 

Come, Thou Light of all that live. 

 

Thou, of all consolers best, 

Thou, the soul’s delightsome Guest, 

Dost refreshing peace bestow. 

Light immortal, Light divine, 

Visit Thou these hearts of Thine, 

And our inmost being fill. 

 

If Thou take Thy grace away, 

Nothing pure in man will stay; 

All his good is turned to ill. 

 

Heal our wounds; our strength renew; 

On our dryness pour Thy dew; 

Wash the stains of guilt away. 

 

Bend the stubborn heart and will; 

Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 

Guide the steps that go astray. 

 

Thou, on those who evermore 

Thee confess and Thee adore, 

In Thy sevenfold gifts descend: 

 

Give them comfort when they die, 

Give them life with Thee on high; 

Give them joys that never end. 

 

Innocent III (1160-1216) (Veni, Sancte Spiritus) 
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