
Novena for Richard

Reflection:

From the beginning, before sin entered the world, the Lord gave us the gift of work, for God had 
planted a garden and gave the garden to man to ‘keep and cultivate’. This gift is a part of you and 
on the day you were created, this gift was prepared for you (Ez 28:13). There is nothing better 
for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that his labor is good. Work is directly from the 
hand of God as His gift. It brings happiness. Without work there is anxiety in the heart and 
without work a man is weighed down but a good word brings joy to the heart.

Work is a fundamental dimension of a man’s existence on earth (LE, 4). Moreover, even after 
the breaking of the covenant by Adam, work remains proper to the dominion of man. Work is 
good for man as it corresponds to his dignity: “Through work man not only transforms nature, 
adapting it to his own needs, but he also achieves fulfillment as a human being and indeed in a 
sense becomes "more a human being." (LE, 9).

It necessarily follows that each person has a natural right to work and to hold possessions, which 
is what is required in order to live, and that most men can procure that in no other way than by 
what they can earn through their work. (RN, 44).

Novena:

Almighty God and Father, You are the Provider of every good thing. You are a loving Father 
providing the garden, the harvest and giving us the dignity to work in the harvest. You, Lord, call 
us to use our talents for the good of all. You, Lord, pay a just wage and it is pleasing to You for 

the results of our works and the tokens of our thanks.

Father, You weigh what is in my heart and it is this: I seek the work and wage and responsibility 
from Thy hand. Guide me to work and teach me the holiness of work. Lord, let your Servant be 
at peace because you fulfill all Your words. From Thy hand, O Lord, you satisfy the desire of 

every living thing.

I pray with confidence in the name of Jesus Christ, My Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, One God forever and ever. Amen.
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