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The Three Types of Songs
The season of Advent is a special time in the life of the Church. Music and Song play a pivotal
role in the celebration. For our Advent retreat we will focus on the Songs of Advent.

There are three types of songs. There are six songs in this discussion. In some traditions there are 
only the four songs of the infancy narrative of Luke.

There are different ways to count singing for Advent and all reveal God’s love.

A Divine Song
God sings to us as we see in ZEPHANIAH 3:17ff:

The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior, Who will rejoice over you with 
gladness, and renew you (be silent) in his love, Who will sing joyfully because of you, as 
on festival days.

The Lord himself sings to each of us. The artistry of God (weaving you in the womb).
The Lord rejoices in love, sings joyfully as on festival days (feasts).

One can say, poetically, that God isn’t sure if He should sing or be silent as He adores you, His 
creation. How does he sing? God sings through the very rhythm of our life. One thing is for sure, 
our songs are in response to the song of God as He weaves us in the womb and in the days of our 
life. All Advent songs are in response to the activity (love) of God.

The seven early Jewish feasts are: (modes of singing in each, different focuses but all responsive)
1. Passover - Pesach
2. Unleavened Bread – Chag HaMotzi
3. First Fruits – Reshit Katzir – Wave offering
4. Pentecost – Shavu’ot - Weeks
5. Trumpets – Yom Teru’ah – Rosh Hashanah – Shofar – horn of salvation
6. Atonement – Yom Kippur
7. Tabernacles – Sukkot - Booths

A Celestial Song
The creatures in Heaven sing to us in Luke 2:13ff:

And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host (army) with the angel, praising 
God and saying “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his 
favor rests.”

We can assume the nine choirs of angels, the twenty-four Elders, the four Living Creatures, 
human persons in heaven, all, too numerous to count (see Revelations 7:11).

The good will of God extends to all humans in every time and country and culture.
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The three hierarchies and the nine choirs:

Seraphim Cherubim Thrones
Dominions Virtues Powers
Principalities Archangels Angels - Guardian Angels.

A Human Song

The Magnificat
The Canticle of Mary is a beloved song of the Christian. It is at once personal and universal 
found in the Gospel of Luke 1:46ff: And Mary said: …

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior.

For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness; behold, from now on will all ages call 
me blessed. The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.

His mercy is from age to age to those who fear him.

He has shown might with his arm, dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart.

He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones but lifted up the lowly.

The hungry he has filled with good things; the rich he has sent away empty.

He has helped Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, according to his promise to our 
fathers, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

Here Mary is telling us she sings to the Lord in response to His activity.

She recognizes the eternal nature of God’s work and bridging the distance between the Divine 
and Mankind. Mary is the bridge, but more, a participant in the revelation of God to man. Her 
very being intertwined in the life of God, distinct, but now inseparable, bringing Jesus the 
incarnation of God within her womb.

She recalls the promise of Abraham (Land of Cannan). Abram’s father (Gen 12) Terah did not 
finish the journey to Cannan instead taking up in Haran. It is Abram that completes the journey.

She recalls Israel (Jacob) a/k/a the nation according to the promise of Abraham.

Mary (in Luke’s Gospel) tells of the major theme of Luke’s Gospel: Eschatological reversal:
Mercy of God brings relief in every age Awe (Fear)
Might Arm of God protects Scatter proud of heart and mind
Rulers who dominate are removed Lift up lowly servants and slaves
Hungry Are Fed Those with material wealth, nothing
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Mary’s Magnificat completes the mission of the afflicted. Jesus’ mission in Isaiah 61:1-2 is 
completed in the words of Mary parallel to Isaiah 61:10:

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; For he has clothed me 
with a robe of salvation, and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, Like a bridegroom 
adorned with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels.

Mary’s Magnificat completes the Joy of Hanna in her son, Samuel, who was an answer to 
prayer for a woman who could not conceive, sung in 1 Samuel 2:1ff:

My heart exults in the LORD, my horn is exalted in my God. I have swallowed up my 
enemies; I rejoice in my victory. There is no Holy One like the LORD; there in no Rock 
like our God. “Speak boastfully no longer, nor let arrogance issue from your mouths. For 
an all-knowing God is the LORD, a God who judges deeds. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, while the tottering gird on strength. he well-fed hire themselves out for bread, 
while the hungry batten on spoil. The barren wife bears seven sons, while the mother of 
many languishes. "The LORD puts to death and gives life; he casts down to the nether 
world; he raises up again. The LORD makes poor and makes rich, he humbles, he also 
exalts. He raises the needy from the dust; from the ash heap he lifts up the poor, To seat 
them with nobles and make a glorious throne their heritage. He gives to the vower his 
vow, and blesses the sleep of the just.

The Canticle of Zechariah
The story of Zechariah is profound in its focus on unity. Zechariah proclaims both the Messiah 
and his forbearer. Zechariah sings of the tri-fold reality of Jesus Christ:

1. Priest
2. Prophet
3. King.

Hear the song of the Gospel of Luke 1:68ff:

"Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, for he has visited and brought redemption to his 
people.

He has raised up a horn for our salvation within the house of David his servant,

even as he promised through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old: salvation from 
our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, to show mercy to our fathers and to be 
mindful of his holy covenant and of the oath he swore to Abraham our father, and to 
grant us that, rescued from the hand of enemies, without fear we might worship him in 
holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

And you, child, will be called prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord 
to prepare his ways, to give his people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of 
their sins, because of the tender mercy of our Gods by which the daybreak from on high 
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will visit us to shine on those who sit in darkness and death’s shadow, to guide our feet 
into the path of peace.”

Kingship

The house of David is a reference to the Kingship of Jesus Christ in the line of David.

Prophet

John, the Baptizer, is named Prophet of course directly. Jesus, also, is named prophet in the song 
of Zechariah in a different way when Zechariah sings the Lord is the guide for our feet to the 
way of peace.

Priesthood of Jesus Christ

Jesus, Lord, brings (visits us) the Mercy of God.
Later - John declares him the Lamb of God (John 1:29).
Later - John declares him the Son of God (John 1:34)

The Canticle of Simeon
Simeon, having the promise of the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he sees the salvation of 
the Jewish people, sings for us. in Luke 2:29ff:

Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”

Simeon response to God is to be grateful for:

 the peace promised
 the sight of the Messiah in this life
 the salvation of the Gentiles (expansion of the nations)
 the glory (purpose and work) of the Jewish people – this is why they were set aside as a 

people chosen unto God.

Deep Dive on Canticle of Zechariah
The Lord Jesus Christ is known to be a priest in the order of Melchizedek (Ps 110:4 and Hebrews 
7:17). What we also see is the reconciliation or reunion of the Order of Priest in the line of 
Aaron and the Order of Priest in the line of Melchizedek.

Jesus unites the two orders of priesthood and the order of kingship into himself alone:
1. Zechariah, a Levitical priest, is given the task of announcing the coming of the Messiah.
2. John, a Son of a Levite priest, is given the task to prepare his way.

Twin tasks of John:
1. Prepare the way of Jesus as the Horn of Salvation
2. Prepare his people by knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of sin.
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A Horn is associated with:
 the Power of God
 the mission of the Messiah
 the sacrifice of Abraham – Horn of Salvation
 the consecration of the Altar of Holocaust (Ex 27:1ff)
 the consecration of the Altar of Incense (Ex 30:1ff)
 the ordination of a Levitical priest (Ex 29:1ff)
 the binding of the animal sacrifice to the Altar of Holocaust
 the Horns are considered the most sacred part of the Altar (Amos 3:14, 1 Kg 1:50)
 the Horns of evil (antithesis) in Revelations.

Horn of Salvation
The Horn of salvation is more complex and requires unpacking. Some reduce the understanding 
of horn to be the might of God alone. It is much, much more.

The horn is prominent in the two Altars of the Temple:
 The Altar of Incense
 The Altar of Holocaust

Moses performed priestly consecration of Aaron by:
 washing him
 anointing him with oil
 sacrificing and placing the blood on the horn of the Altar of Holocaust

You may conclude that to be the Horn of Salvation is to be the Priest, Altar and the Sacrifice.

The Line of John the Baptizer
Zechariah himself is of the line of Jacob to Levi’s three sons:

 Gershon – his line is known to have died out during the Babylonian captivity
 Merari – is last recorded about 500 BCE
 Kohath - was the surviving line (Num 3:28)

o Of Kohath’s son only the line of Aaron is known to survive.
 Of Aaron’s sons Eleazar is the princely line set aside to take care of the 

Sanctuary (Num 3:32)

The line of Sadducees, questionable priestly role, ended with the destruction of Jerusalem.

Zachariah is among and in the last of the Levitical priest.

John the Baptizer is closely associated with Elijah, by Jesus himself, the one who returned. John 
was beheaded and his head placed on a pinax, a Greek word, to denote him as a votive object 
deposited in a sanctuary or as a memorial affixed within a burial chamber. (see Luke 11:51 –
potential reference).

In the story of the 10 Lepers (Luke 17:11-19) Jesus performs the priestly tasks in a new way:
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There are similarities and differences between Leviticus 14:154 and Luke 17:11-19. They are too 
defused to make a complete argument. But one could argue:

 The victim of leprosy is brought to the priest outside the camp.
 Jesus is the spring water (Lev 14:5)
 Jesus is the Lamb (Lev 14:10)
 Jesus is the atonement for him (Lev 14:31)

Jesus recapitulates the purification after Leprosy in the new law based on Leviticus 14:32:
“This is the [new] law for one afflicted with leprosy who has insufficient means for his 
purification” – “And He said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has made you well.” Luke 
17:19.

Therefore the end of the Levitical priesthood and the Prophetic lines end with Zachariah and 
John.

Baptismal Priesthood
The baptismal priesthood is foreshadowed in John’s ministry, and the baptismal priesthood is 
instituted at the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry. (Matt 28:18).

Ministerial Priesthood
The ministerial priesthood is instituted at Holy Thursday. (Luke 22:24).

Liturgy of the Hours

The Church uses all four songs in her daily liturgy. She also has seven special Antiphons for the 
last week of Advent.

Antiphons of Advent

December 17
O Wisdom of our God Most High, guiding creation with power and love: come to teach us the 
path of knowledge!

December 18
O Leader of the House of Israel, giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: come to rescue us with 
your mighty power!

December 19
O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for all his people: come to save us without delay!

December 20
O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of 
darkness!
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December 21
O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: come and shine on those who dwell in 
darkness and in the shadow of death.

December 22
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: come and save man, whom you formed from 
the dust!

December 23
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: come to save us, Lord our God!

Daily Celebration of the Eucharist
The Gloria in response to God during the daily Mass.

Morning Prayer
The canticle of Zechariah is recited in the morning prayer.

Evening Prayer
The canticle of Mary is recited every evening prayer.

Night Prayer
The Canticle of Simeon is recited every night prayer.


