
A Short Teaching on Encouragement 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on this the 16
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings: WIS 12:13, 16-19; PS 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16; ROM 8:26-27; MT 13:24-43 

 

 (Three years ago same Gospel: A Short Teaching on Wheat and Weed, to compare. The older 

version is filled with more passion and directness, this version calmer. What do you think?). The 

preaching of the gospel message for Sunday could be focused on the imperative of 

Encouragement over Judgment. 

 

The structure is three parables, explanation of the use of the parables and the explanation of the 

major parable Weeds/Wheat. It is important to note that the two very encouraging parables 

precede the explanation. 

 

The major parable Weeds/Wheat is straight forward also in fact encouragement is a mitigating 

factor. Allow both weed and wheat to grow together so no harm comes to the wheat. Leave the 

harvesting to the harvesters (angels). There is no way to know absolutely what appears wheat is 

weed, what appears weed is wheat, Jesus knows. We of course know that Jesus’ plan is to 

transform as many weeds to wheat as possible before the end of the age. Transubstantiation and 

Baptismal conversion point to the ever present miracle of the saving work of Christ. The things 

which are impossible with men are possible with God. 

 

Parable of the Mustard Seed – whenever we plant or assist in planting the mustard seed we have 

confidence in the Lord and encouragement for the gardener (the Church) that the Lord will make 

of it a large bush to become a sanctuary for the Birds (persons). The Church is the seed steward 

of the seeds and watches over them carefully. 

 

Parable of the Yeast – is the role of the family where the mother (woman) is so very careful to 

provide yeast to the wheat flour. As you know the rising of the bread requires careful measuring, 

setting aside in a cool place and careful monitoring until the ‘whole batch is leaven’. Here too 

our job so to speak is to encourage spiritual growth in our children. 

 

It is important to note that in the explanation of the parable of the Weeds/Wheat that Jesus 

specifically calls out the Angels as agents of the harvest. We humans specifically are NOT the 

ones to collect the weeds and burn them. No, our job is Seed and Yeast. Be the one who plants 

mustard seeds. Be the woman who attends the yeast in the wheat. Encourage those who need 

your prompting. Encouragement not Judgment. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


