
 

A Short Teaching on Treasure 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on this the 17
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings: 1 KGS 3:5, 7-12; PS 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130; ROM 8:28-30; MT 13:44-52 

 

In the Divine Exchange with God, Heaven is the greatest treasure. In the Gospel today, each of 

these examples express the divine love for us and how he reaches out to us: Treasure - Mutual 

Exchange of Self-Giving Love (Charity); Pearl - The Faithfulness of an Espoused Jesus (Faith); 

Fish – The Holy Spirit Brings You to the Love of God (Hope). [When Jesus elevated the 

Apostles to Scribes and Head of Household and noted they are to take from the Old and the New, 

he is referring to the practice of finding the Law within all scripture. You can find in Garden of 

Eden Gen 2/Rev 21 in similar Triune expressions.] 

 

The Old and New Testaments come into play explicitly in the purchasing a field with valuable 

treasure. Legally by Jewish law before purchasing the field the person must inform the owner of 

the great treasure and then ask to purchase the field. Thus the owner would be aware of the great 

treasure and must permit the sale to be legal. Since we are talking about the divine treasure, we 

know Lord knows the value of His Son. The Lord is pleased we offer what we can offer 

(ourselves) for this gift of great price is well beyond our ability to purchase. The Lord is pleased 

to accept a mutual exchange of self-giving. This is Divine Theological Virtue: Charity. 

 

The pearl is the perfect betrothal, a whole commitment to the beloved. When one finds his/her 

perfect spouse in Jesus, he/she will sell all to marry this one for the eternal marriage relationship. 

Divine Theological Virtue: Faithfulness. 

 

The net is cast to catch all fish. None are beyond the probing by the Holy Spirit into the dark and 

deep waters of the Earth to find you, all of you. There is hope for all to be found and to be found 

as a good fish by the mercy of God. The aroma of Salvation is found in the fish parable. Divine 

Theological Virtue: Hope. 

 

When we speak of Faith, Hope and Charity, we are first speaking of the Lord and his approach 

with us and to our dilemma. We have not enough to purchase salvation but God’s love makes the 

exchange, we need a perfect spouse in Jesus who will be faithful to us forever and we need the 

reassurance that the Lord will always find us, even in the vast seas of the world. 

 

Remember you are worth more than many Sparrows! You are the very Treasure of God! 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


