
A Short Teaching on Biter Fruit 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Readings: IS 5:1-7; PS 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20; PHIL 4:6-9; MT 21:33-43 

 

In today’s reading from Isaiah he refers to a friend’s song. This song is actually the Song of 

Moses found in Deuteronomy 32. Moses took note of the ungrateful hearts that accounted the 

victories over the enemy as their own work not the work of God. So deeply perverse their 

thinking Moses describes the People as ‘a branch of Sodom, vineyard of Gomorrah’. 

 

Poisonous are their grapes and biter their clusters. 

Their wine is the venom of dragons and the cruel poison of cobras (Dt 32: 32b-33). What is their 

poison? A heart filled with desire for violence, bloodshed, oppression and injustice. So profound 

this reality today both Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI lamented in different homilies 

on this one same reading from Isaiah/Deuteronomy.  

 

In the Christian era the warning takes on a more ominous context. Pope Benedict XVI says, “[In 

Deuteronomy] God had planted the very best vines, yet they yielded wild grapes. In the Gospel, 

the image changes: the vine produces good grapes, but the tenants keep them for themselves 

[enslaves people]”. 

 

Much worse now the Gospel produces good grapes which are snatched away from the people by 

evil leaders.  How can you describe an evil leader? Pope John Paul II described him as one who 

indulges in “Self-pity, conflict, indifference?” And again, evil leaders engage in “vendettas, 

thefts, robberies, kidnappings, injustices and violence of every kind!” Good grapes are what the 

people need which is Justice and Righteousness. 

 

Once I went home for vacation to my Mom and Dad’s house. They had a new house and in the 

yard was a Chokecherry tree. Recognizing it we spread a sheet beneath. I shook the tree to gather 

its good fruit. Then we made pies, jams and jellies. Dad said, ‘All this time we saw the birds eat 

the berries and knew it was good for them. We did not know the fruit was good for us too!” 

 

Take heart! In the end Love wins. We are a Eucharistic people, a grafted branch into the good 

vine which produces the good fruit – the fruit of Redemption. It is in the receiving of Jesus 

Christ in the Holy Eucharist that we orient ourselves to the good and fruitful. Let us listen to 

Saint Paul admonish us to live as the good fruit. “Whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, 

gracious – do these things! [my transl] Let us not take the path of exile but of divine liberation. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


