
A Short Teaching on God’s Broken Heart 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Twenty-eight Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Readings: IS 25:6-10A; PS 23:1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6; PHIL 4:12-14, 19-20; MT 22:1-14 

 

The readings today speak to the tender broken heart of God revealed in the motif of the wedding 

feast. The wedding feast is of the Son, Jesus Christ, and his Church, the bride. The Father desires 

to celebrate this union of divinity and humanity. It is the most personal of gifts. Just like today, 

his wedding invitation is an invitation to be a part of the family. For us it is only for the day but 

in the divine plan it is forever. They are invited into the family of God. 

 

In their hearts they refuse to answer, I don’t want to be a member of this family. 

 

And so a second appeal to them goes out. This time the invitation meets them where they are 

spiritually. They are stuck in the flesh. Their hearts are cold with disinterest. If you won’t come 

because I invite you to be a member of my family, then come because I bring you gifts. A 

banquet of the fatted calf and all that goes with such a feast. This is a gift of friendship. 

 

In their body they refuse to move, I don’t want to be your friend. 

For others, in their body they revolt, I want to be your enemy and killed the servants. 

 

I cannot imagine how that feels. Have you ever been rejected in this way too? I can imagine the 

human response of wrath to destroy and burn their cities. But… that is not the meaning. 

 

The story line of the destruction of the murderers is a literary device to recall and explain the self 

destructive decisions and historical loss of Jerusalem to the Romans in CE 70. The rejection of 

God resulted in the consequences of rejecting his gifts, protection and exposing oneself to evil. 

In effect, it is the human decision to destroy all the gifts given by God before his very eyes. 

 

God loves them. So a final wedding appeal goes out. Invite everyone, no matter who they are. 

The invitation includes all those who rejected him previously (good and bad). This is the 

invitation of salvation of the soul and it requires a soulful response. The wedding garment is the 

baptismal garment of purity. This invitation can only be met with conversion. 

 

Can you hear the invitation? Come join his family. Come receive your wedding garment. Come 

to the feast of Heaven and Earth. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


