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A Short Story - War 

By Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Consider the patience of our Lord as (for your) Salvation. (2 Peter 3:15). 

 

Therefore, we say it again: the arms race is an utterly treacherous trap for humanity, and one 

which ensnares the poor to an intolerable degree. 

(Gaudium Et Spes, 81) 

 

It is here in the arms race where we see the competing uses of time between the divine and evil. 

 

The Lord is patient with humankind and with the individual knowing the blessings he showers 

down upon the earth continuously reorient the confused, lost and forsaken toward goodness and 

from goodness the person of the divine. Prayer is our contribution to bring about profound 

change through such a reorientation. 

 

North Korea and the United States of America are in an arms race. Its contours and shape are 

different than the cold war with the USSR but it is the same. We are racing to build missile 

shields to prevent any attack. North Korea is building missiles and other weapons to defeat the 

defense. Both efforts are not from the patience of God but a treacherous trap for humanity. 

 

Divine Providence urgently demands of us that we free ourselves from the age-old 

slavery of war. If we refuse to make this effort, we do not know where we will be led by 

the evil road we have set upon (GS, 81). 

 

We were ready every day. Often the warning sirens would go off and we reacted immediately. 

Pilots to the alert pad, airmen to the flight line, and APs to the guard houses. Each time the sirens 

blew as if the last time, the only time, the final time. The B-52’s took off, all five of them; they 

would be a part of the third wave. The bombers already on-station would already be headed to 

their targets, the bombers in route would be directed to secondary targets. My bombers would be 

sent to destroy whatever remains. 

 

We are enjoined that they should use moderation in pursuing the advantage of victory, by 

sparing women and children, and by not cutting down fruit-trees of that country (Summa 

Theologica, Q105, A3). 

 

Such a quaint idea, moderation is, in the face of such destructive forces. The absurdity and fault 

of thinking is beyond comprehension. And yet we persist in our course. The Nimitz is joining 

two other US aircraft carriers, the USS Ronald Reagan and the USS Theodore Roosevelt, in the 

Pacific Theater amid ongoing tensions with North Korea. 
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Let us heed Pope John Paul II (now a Saint) regarding Negotiation: Solution for Continuing 

Threat of War June 11, 1982 To the General Assembly of the United Nations: 

 

 Peace is not a utopia, nor an inaccessible ideal, nor an unrealizable dream. 

 War is not an inevitable calamity. 

 Peace is possible. 

 And because it is possible, peace is our duty: our grave duty, our supreme 
responsibility. 

 Certainly peace is difficult; certainly it demands much good will, wisdom, and 
tenacity. But man can and he must make the force of reason prevail over the 

reasons of force.  

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 

 

Disclaimer – Names, times and places are fictional or obscured to protect the privacy of others 

without distorting the essential truth of the encounter. 
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