
A Short Teaching on What Are You Looking For 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time. 

Readings: 1 SM 3:3B-10, 19; PS 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 COR 6:13C-15A, 17-20; JN 1:35-42 

 

In this brief span of ordinary time between the Christmas Season and Lent we are given the 

opportunity to consider Jesus’ question to Andrew ‘What are you looking for?’ This question is 

used sparingly in Sacred Scripture (NAB), a total of three times. I suspect in our own lives we 

ask this question sparingly too. What am I looking for from Jesus? 

 

In the encounter with Jesus, the Apostles dare not ask the Samaritan woman ‘What are you 

looking for?’ (Jn 4) She was looking, as the story tells us, for the Living Water. She was drawing 

ordinary water and yet was isolated and without a friend in the world. Jesus restored her to her 

dignity in himself. In the Old Testament, Joseph, son of Jacob, obedient to his father was looking 

for his brothers. Jacob was worried for his children and wanted word of them. Joseph placed 

himself in great peril to find his brothers (Gn 37). Joseph wanted to do his father’s will. 

 

In today’s reading and in the adjacent text, we have several men looking for something. Samuel 

wanted to hear the voice of the Lord. Speak, your servant is listening (1 SM 3:10). Andrew, a 

follower of John the Baptist, is looking for the Messiah, the liberator from oppression. Nathanael 

was looking for the truth, a legitimate worship of God. But as to Simon we have a more profound 

seeking. Simon, so profound is his seeking of God, he wanted to be a new man in the Lord. So 

complete was his desire to serve, Jesus names him Peter. 

 

Everyone that comes to the Lord is looking for something. The psalmist helps us see just how the 

Lord is so generous in his response! He desires to put a song in our mouth, praise on our lips, to 

give us an ear to hear him clearly, a law to guide us, and a desire for justice among all peoples. 

 

Jesus asks the question ‘What are you looking for?’ to help us discover within ourselves the 

deepest desire and need – to be one with him. Come to Mass. Receive him in the Eucharist. Be 

one with Jesus. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


