
A Short Teaching on Church as Marketplace 

by Deacon Gerry Palermo 

 

Greetings on the Third Sunday of Lent – Year B 

Readings: EX 20:1-17; PS 19:8, 9, 10, 11; 1 COR 1:22-25; JN 2:13-25 

 

“Stop making my Father's house a marketplace.” 

 

It’s only been 17 days since the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting. The teens are 

making their way back to a full school schedule. The building where the shooting occurred will 

be torn down. Classes are redirected to other buildings. Life slowly returns to a new normal. The 

students are changed forever firmly decided that the governing adults simply do not care enough. 

 

Many of the surviving students have become activists for stronger gun control regulations. They 

made their way to Tallahassee to talk with the legislators and governor. The Governor offered 

some hope but has retreated to just offering to harden the schools. Arm the teachers. The 

President of the United States hosted an open dialog of raw and detailed survivor comments. Yet 

true to form, he bluffed and feigned concern and the US Congress will have no pressure from the 

White House. Another choreographed ‘thoughts and prayers’ lie. 

 

The 10 Commandments seem to have very little social justice application in this country. All 

agree the moral personal framework should abide the divine law. The State and Federal 

governments see the marketplace of $12B in gun sales is the truest form of value. 

 

The US Council of Catholic Bishops -  not a thing. Even their own testimony of February 12, 

2013 to the US Senate (ironically days short of 5 years prior to the shooting) is left on the shelf 

unread and un-promoted. It is entitled Proposals to Reduce Gun Violence: Protecting Our 

Communities While Respecting the Second Amendment 

 

We have a church which is self-focused and in jeopardy of losing her way. She has fallen in with 

those who would sell oxen, sheep, and doves. She has turned a blind eye to those who are money 

changers seated at the doors of Congress. On this third Sunday of Lent we are confronted with 

our failure to protect children even as we sit in the seat of Moses. 

 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School survivors – take heart! Trust Jesus. He would not trust 

himself to them because he knew them all and neither should you. He himself understood it well. 

Know I am praying for you and for more students to make a whip out of cord and drive them all 

out of the temple area. 

 

Peace be with you. 

Deacon Gerry 


