
Lake Worth Beach SVdP Response to COVID-19 

Established 2017 
Saint Vincent de Paul Sacred Heart of Jesus conference was established at or about Oct 10, 2017. We 

operate out of space at Sacred Heart of Jesus parish in Lake Worth Beach granted by the Pastor, Fr. 

Quesnel Delvard. Actually, we went from a room in a small building to using the entire building! 

SVdP was shepherded by the SVdP conference Saint Theresa of Calcutta conference team in order to get 

the conference up and running in good form, process and procedures with a distinct prayerful approach 

to the ministry. 

Founding Members and First Presidents: 

1. Paul Turk, founding member. 

2. Roberto Bahamondes (transfer from SVdP Theresa of Calcutta), founding member. 

3. Bob Brandt – current President. 

Case Load Changes Year-Over-Year 2019-2020 
“Charity is infinitely inventive” - Saint Vincent de Paul. 

SVdP has been extremely active during the COVID-19 pandemic. The services breadth and depth 

expanded greatly from a very modest size to bigger than expected! 

2019-2020 Comp 2019 Visits 2019 Persons 2020 Visits 2020 Persons 

Home Visits 230 511 407 1,079 

Other In-person - - 1,232 3,687 

Meal Service - - 4,431 meals - 

 

Food Assistance 
Started with gift cards and miscellaneous bags of groceries and expanded to include a large assortment 

of food types and delivery modes. COVID-19 started a scheduled, door to door delivery model without 

the necessity of repeated calls to the intake center. 

Donation and purchases of a freezer and refrigerator expanded the provisioning for fresh fruits and 

vegetables. Buying bulk rice and beans allowed for repackaging of family sized portions of these 

commodities. Net result is that food deliveries average about 50 pounds of goods for each request. We 

tailor the delivery in many cases to specific needs as often as is practical. 

Adding a Meal Service (Buccan Provisions as charitable provider during the extended lock down) allowed 

for in-home isolation for the elderly during the height of the crisis. 

Rent, Utilities, Transportation 
We had the biggest change in services in the delivery of utility assistance. 

As the local LWB Electric Company offered payment plans, our President jumped in with an assistance 

plan that parallels the payment plans. If a Friend in Need allows and certain conditions apply, we will pay 



the back billed payment plan amount as the “Friends in Need” pays the current due amount over the 

course of 12 months. 

This strategy helped our friends redevelop the discipline of monthly bill paying. The burden of the prior 

balance is no longer a source of stress but an indicator of renewed strength as they do everything they 

can to make the current payments on time. 

Naturally there is flexibility as people slowly get back to work and the size of the differed billing in 

multiple areas of household expenses pile up. 

We take full advantage of Palm Tran and discounted Palm Bus ticket pricing for our Friends in Need. But 

we didn’t stop there. Currently we are piloting a program to issue Uber credits to our Friends personal 

accounts, so they can have access to transportation for unplanned and infrequent trips during periods of 

illness or loss of personal vehicle. 

We followed a similar pattern with rental assistance. We view our local landlords as Friends in Need too! 

Having a healthy supply of housing stock is a critical long term need in LWB we simply cannot ignore 

during the crisis. When families seek assistance we work with the landlord as to make sure all available 

public support is in place. This is a version of the “as they pay we pay” support for the arrears rental 

amounts. 

Parish efforts 
Can I be any prouder of the people who attend Sacred Heart parish? Even though we are careful to keep 

distinction between all ministries and the lay ministry of SVdP, there is plenty of room for cooperation!  

Our neighbors across the inter-coastal conducted canned food drives. 

Our Scared Herat school children conducted canned food drives. 

The Columbiettes and Knight of Columbus work hand in hand with our efforts and we for their efforts! 

Funding for SVdP is largely donation gifts from this community for which we are very grateful. 

We couldn’t forget our supporting SVdP conference of Tequesta, FL, St Jude Conference twinning us. 

They send supporting funds especially during our darkest days of limited funding. 

Our President has encouraged recurring gifts via EFT. It is an easy process to follow and has several 

donors (mostly our President’s family but you didn’t hear it from me). 

Tighter NGO Cooperation and Charity arm of Private Businesses 
 Hands Together for Haitians. 

 Guatemalan-Maya Center. 

 Palm Beach Food Bank. 

 Buccan Provisions. 

 Publix Foods. 

 LWB City Commissioner Scott Maxwell – first to provide sanitation help early in pandemic. 

 Homeless Coalition of Palm Beach County. 



Some activities were so tightly integrated you couldn’t tell one group from another as we worked 

seamlessly to bring relief to a hungry city. Food deliveries included portions from each organization 

bringing about a balanced and comprehensive nutrition for our Friends in Need. 

Closer Cooperation with Governmental Agencies 
 Palm Beach County Health Department. 

 211 Phone Helpline (a community helpline and crisis hotline). 

Adapting to the Crisis 
My point of writing is to speak to the credo Charity is infinitely inventive. 

It is clear that deep within humanity is a charitable nature that simply needs an outlet and a purpose. As 

the crisis unfolded, we adapted to the specific nature of the most critical needs as they presented 

themselves. Because of this adaptive model, people from all walks of life stepped up to help either 

through us, with us or become a new group out of thin air! 

Think of this as additive scaling from the early to later stages of the Pandemic: 

Crisis Period  Focus 

Early Period  Personal Protective Equipment, education, sanitation supplies 

Middle Period, adding Food increasingly became the focus (bulk and meals) 

Later Period, adding Rental and utility assistance as the moratoriums end 

Final Period,  adding Transportation, vaccination support 

 

Cheering on your good work 
So, from our little part of this world, we cheer you on! The society of Saint Vincent de Paul has been a 

tremendous help to our local community, and we are grateful to serve together. 

All the best, 

Deacon Gerry Palermo, Spiritual Advisor 
SVdP Sacred Heart of Jesus Conference 
425 N M Street 
Lake Worth Beach, FL 33460 


