
Being Known 

Greetings on this the Second Sunday of Easter a/k/a Sunday of Divine Mercy 

Readings: Acts 4:32-35; PS 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31 

Note: These notes are in preparation to giving the homily at the 9:00 AM Mass April 11th, 2021. 

Remembering Lent Retreat 

If you recall during our Lent retreat there was a comment made by a presenter that went like this: 

God knows your sins but calls you by name. 

Satan knows your name but calls you by your sins. 

It is a very good way to deepen our understanding of Mercy on this, Divine Mercy Sunday. 

How is it we are known? 

I’m not a fan of this old line: 

Grace is getting what you don’t deserve and Mercy is not getting what you deserve. 

NOT EVEN CLOSE! It’s a convenient line, of course, but fails to help us move toward the love that claims 

us. 

Reflex Example 

In our first reading we see the imitation of the Divine Mercy in the life of this new and emerging Church. 

It is not an action based on a lengthy and reasoned approach. It is not the product of theological 

development. It is an instinctive and primal reaction to the Divine Mercy we celebrate today. Where not 

our reflex reaction be so merciful? 

The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his 

possessions was his own. And again. With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus. And again. To each according to need. 

The psalmist describes it this way as the greatest good: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is 

everlasting. 

Mercy is Comprehensive 

Mercy is not limited to the idea of forgoing punishment while it certainly contains such forgiveness. It is 

the entirety of mercy that sees the entirety of the need, both of the body and of the soul. 

Mercy is defined by NEED not by merit or the lack of merit. 

Mercy is the revelation of Essence 

We are made in the image and called to the likeness of God. Mercy is the revelation of that essence. 

Mercy is the pealing back of the layers of falsehood that separate us from this essential truth. 



We are made by God, for God, to love and serve and be forever with God. Like biological children and in 

its intended way, we were never meant to be separated from God. 

He knows you, bone on bone, muscle on muscle, cell by cell. He names you with an everlasting name. 

Mercy is the establishment of Right Order 

The Lord, Our God, wants nothing less than a reestablishment of the right order between men and 

between men and God. 

Right order is Peace or Presence or Interior dwelling. The Lord pitching his tent within you. 

Mercy is Begotten 

Our second reading brings us the understanding of the begotten one. This Begotten One shares his very 

essence with us from the beginning of time. 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God. 

It is striking and often overlooked that John is saying without hesitation that we are invited into the 

inner life of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

Moreover, this mercy is given to bring us the rebirth into a begotten Son and into friendship with the 

Holy Spirit. We are body and spirit. This is our deepest need. 

This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by water alone, but by water and 

blood. The Spirit is the one that testifies, and the Spirit is truth. 

Gospel Mercy 

Divine Peace first and foremost. Elsewhere, Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 

world gives do I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid. 

Peace be with you. Divine sacrifice. 

Peace be with you. Divine mission. 

Breath. The same breath of the creation story. Divine wind. Ruacḥ. 

Breath.  The divine wind over the waters from chaos to order. 

Breath. The divine wind into the nostrils of the clay from lifelessness to life. 

Even in the doubt of Thomas, the need of Thomas defines the response. Mercy is defined by need not 

by merit or lack of merit. 

Peace, Thomas. Put your finger here in the wound and believe. 

Gospel Summary 

The writer of the Gospel of John wanted us to know the care and attention put into writing the gospel 

account. He wanted us to know the purpose and the technique. He wanted you to know why he 

selected the events to include and those he did not include. 



Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. But 

these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

through this belief you may have life in his name. 

He wanted you to know. 

He wanted you to know you are known. 

He invites you into the begotten life of God. 

Peace be with you, 

Deacon Gerry 


