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Do you remember studying the Westward expansion in 5th grade? Pioneers and wagon trains? The 

photos and illustrations of that time are always inspiring. What really struck me are the treasures 

abandoned along the way. Some rare photos show Spinet pianos, master beds, and mule chests set in 

an organized piles along the Oregon Trail. These pioneers wanted to take these precious treasures with 

them on the trail but the weight and limited space quickly made for the decision to sorrowfully and 

lovingly set them down in order to continue on the pilgrimage. 

Like all pioneers we must set things down. We amass things and practices that we want to take on the 

trail but the weight and limited space quickly makes for the necessity to sorrowfully and lovingly set 

them down in order to continue on the pilgrimage. Even as you go, reality necessitates continuously 

making changes. 

We are pioneers and a pilgrim people. Upon the arrival of Jesus a very specific leg of the journey was 

completed. The Messiah, Emmanuel, arrived and for a time he dwelt among us. Upon his Ascension he 

had us resume the journey in a new way. Our final destination the heavenly Jerusalem. 

We can learn from the first leg of the journey to help us in the second leg. 

So it was with Moses that before leaving Egypt, the Israelites did as Moses had commanded: they 

asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing (Ex 12:35). During the Golden Calf 



event, most of the Egyptian gold was ground down and cast upon the waters. Shortly after, as to the 

remaining gold, from Mount Horeb onward, the Israelites stripped off their ornaments (Ex 33:6). 

Later, when it was time to build the tabernacle and using gold earned while on the pilgrimage, Both the 

men and the women, all as their heart prompted them, brought brooches, earrings, rings, necklaces, 

and various other gold articles. Everyone who could presented an offering of gold to the LORD (Ex 

35:22). 

Making a true sacred pilgrimage has all the elements of a retreat and more. In order to make a sacred 

pilgrimage you must make decisions about what must be set down and what comes with you? All the 

while keeping a specific end point in mind which is the holy destination. 

By the way, while the people were gathering the gold and other gifts from the Egyptians, what was 

Moses doing? He went in search of the body of the Patriarch Joseph – ex ref Gen 50:25 with Ex 13:19. 

He fulfilled the prophecy of Joseph to bring him and bury him in the Land of Israel. 

I wish you a joy filled Advent pilgrimage! A picking up and putting down. 

Let us recreate the watchful expectation of the first coming and glory in His Arrival. 

Let us contemplate and meditate on the Christ event and his living among us. 

And, let us continue the pilgrimage, as he commanded us. 

 


