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“As Deacons, ministers of charity, deacons are leaders in identifying the needs of others, then 

marshaling the church’s resources to meet those needs. 

Deacons are also dedicated to eliminating the injustices or inequities that cause such needs. But no 

matter what specific functions a deacon performs, they flow from his sacramental identity. In 

other words, it is not only what a deacon does, but who a deacon is, that is important” 

 

We have heard the gray text hundreds of times… we are called to serve the faithful; the poor, the 

orphans, and widows. We are called to bring the love, consolation, and compassion of Christ to the 

outskirts, the underserved. 

 

I’d like to share following information I found, on very old and very underserved Catholic 

community, Black Catholics. I am not an expert. I am relying on the articles that I have discovered 

in research. Excerpts are below and links at the end of the article. 

 

An excerpt from, Partnership NYC 

 

We are a tradition-loving Church that relies on an inheritance from the past to make our way in the 

modern world. The belief articulated by novelist William Faulkner that “the past is never dead. It’s 

not even past” is embodied in our churches each Sunday, when we spend a lot of time reliving 

three years in the life of a man—our Savior—who lived two thousand years ago. 

 

According to the National Black Catholic Congress, Black Catholic history goes back in this land at 

least to 1738, when enslaved individuals of African descent in Florida were offered freedom and 

their own town with at least one condition: that they convert to the Catholicism of their Spanish 

slaveholders. Others date that history back as far as 1536; the first English Catholic parish, St. 

Ignatius in Maryland, was founded in 1641, and its Jesuit priests both ministered to and enslaved 

Black people, a history the Jesuits have openly grappled with in recent years. 

 

So there were Black Catholics in our land almost fifty years before there was any Catholic Church in 

New York City (St. Peter’s, 1785) and over one hundred years before there was one in Cleveland 

(1826, Our Lady of the Lakes), the two cities in which the Partnership runs Catholic schools with 

deep roots in historically Black neighborhoods. 

 

If we, as Catholics broaden our emotion-charged sense of the past to include diverse Catholic 

experiences, including those of Black Catholics, then perhaps all of us may see a present and a 

future for our Church that does not simply include Black people, but embraces a wide range of 

liturgical forms and spirituality informed by Black Catholics—a tremendous inheritance of faith to 

pass on to us.  



 
An excerpt from PEW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Catholics are somewhat less religious by some measures than their Black Protestant peers, 
according to the survey. For instance, Catholics are less likely to say their faith is a very important 
part of their life and less likely to attend services at least once a year than Protestants, said Kiana 
Cox, a research associate at Pew who helped conduct the survey, during the panel. 

But 82% of Black Catholics say their Blackness is a somewhat or very important part of how they 
think of themselves, similar to Black Protestants and people of other faiths. 

According to the survey, 77% of Black Catholics said opposing racism is "essential" to their faith, 
and 75% said the same about opposing sexism. Belief in God was essential for 73% of Black 
Catholics. 

By contrast, only 26% of Black Catholics said attending religious services is "essential" to their faith, 
and 22% said the same about opposing abortion, the survey found. 

Unlike their Protestant peers, who mostly attend majority-Black congregations, most Black 
Catholics attend majority-white or multiracial congregations, according to the survey. 

Massingale said because only 13% of white Americans say opposing racism is essential to their faith, 
Black Catholics' faith is not always well-served and their needs are not always honored in majority-
white congregations. Black Catholics are less likely to report hearing sermons about race, voting 
rights and criminal justice than their Protestant peers. 

"And it's not the whiteness of the congregation that's the problem," Massingale said. "It's the 
unwillingness of the white community to engage those issues, which are existentially important for 
African American believers and for Black Catholics." 

The race of the other congregants is only a priority for one in 10 Black Catholics when seeking a 
place to worship, but the vast majority (around eight in 10) said they look for inspiring sermons and 
a sense of welcome. 



Massingale said the church does not 

respond to the needs of Black Catholics 

and value their contributions. This, he 

said, may account for what he called the 

"Black Catholic exodus." 

According to Pew's data, only 54% of 

Black people raised Catholic remain in 

the church as adults, he said, compared 

to more than 80% of their Protestant 

peers and about 60% of white Catholics. 

Most of those who leave the Catholic 

Church become either Protestant or 

unaffiliated, according to the survey. 

Tia Noelle Pratt, who holds a doctorate 

in sociology and studies Black Catholics 

and systemic racism in the Catholic Church, said interpersonal racism in Catholic spaces, on top of 

systemic racism in the church and disproportionate closures of Black churches are likely factors 

driving Black people out of the Catholic Church. 

Black people who remain Catholic often do so because the church is their spiritual home and they 

know how crucial their contributions are to that church, she said. 

"This is my church, too, and I'm not going to let them mess it up," Pratt said. "If people who are 

doing this work, who think about these things — if we go, then what's left in this church? And so 

we've got to keep pushing, we've got to keep fighting the fight and doing the work." 

Massingale said there have been times when he has been so fed up with the Catholic Church that 

he has had one foot out the door. But he also feels that the church is his home. 

"We have an essential contribution to make to the church," Massingale said. "To make the church to 

be universal, in fact, and not just in rhetoric. ... I think there's this sense of mission. This is where 

God wants us to be." 

To find out more information… 

https://nbccongress.org/black-catholic-history-timeline/ 

 

https://www.partnershipnyc.org/black-catholic-history-and-future/ 

 

https://www.pewforum.org/2021/02/16/faith-among-black-americans/ 

 

https://www.blackfaithmatters.com 

 

 

Questions, ideas and/or article submissions email me, I’m the deacon that puts this together;  

jim.parrilli@gmail.com 

https://nbccongress.org/black-catholic-history-timeline/
https://www.partnershipnyc.org/black-catholic-history-and-future/
https://www.pewforum.org/2021/02/16/faith-among-black-americans/
https://www.blackfaithmatters.com/


March Birthdays 
 
Deacon Rodney Brimlow 3/4  Deacon Michael McDonald 3/13 
Deacon John Dunlop 3/13   Deacon Carlos Menlendez 3/9 
Deacon Paul Giallanella  3/16   Deacon Vincent Muller 3/26 
Deacon Arnold Goodman 3/11   Deacon Kevin Osgood 3/12 
Deacon Dale Konas  3/28   Deacon Miguel Rodriquez 3/1 
Deacon Lester Loh   3/7   Deacon Martin Sandigo 3/25 
 

 
A recent picture of some of our diaconate formation men with Deacon Greg Quinn, head of prison ministry, 

and Deacon Quinn’s friend Charlie OBerry. 

 

 

 

 Wishing all of you 

 a meaningful and blessed Lent. 
 

 

 

Questions, ideas and/or article submissions email me, I’m the deacon that puts this together;  

jim.parrilli@gmail.com 
 

https://www.unbound.org/Sponsor 

 

https://www.unbound.org/OurImpact/WhoWeAre/OurHistory 

 

https://www.unbound.org/BottomMenu/ParishVisits 

 

https://www.unbound.org/OurImpact/TargetDonations/WorkplaceGiving 

https://www.unbound.org/Sponsor
https://www.unbound.org/OurImpact/WhoWeAre/OurHistory
https://www.unbound.org/BottomMenu/ParishVisits
https://www.unbound.org/OurImpact/TargetDonations/WorkplaceGiving

